
Burke Specialists News! 
 

The labs are up and going with lots of 
interactive websites and research enhancing 
student learning. Ms. Guerrero’s lab works on 
skills in KidPix and Microsoft Office. Then they 
use those skills to complete projects and research 

new topics in the TIP lab. Check 
out our website for a hotlist of 
sites that can help your child 
continue to learn at home. Go to 

www.nisd.net, elementary: Burke, campus 
website, technology and your child’s grade level. 
There are lots of great educational sites where 
the kids are having fun and learning at the same 
time. Don’t forget to monitor your child’s 
internet use. I have had a lesson on Internet 
Safety with all classes except kindergarten.  

Speaking of learning, did you know that 
you can take free Microsoft Office lessons at 
http://office.microsoft.com/en-
us/FX100647101033.aspx?pid=CL10056983103
3 . Just click on the Help and How to tab and 
start learning. They also have templates for 
resumes if you are trying to find a job. This is a 
wonderful resource! 

Don’t forget that we recycle 
ink cartridges and old cell phones. 
The monies earned from our recycling go to 
support our announcements, patrols, choir, and 
strings. So don’t forget to send in your ink 
cartridges.    Happy Surfing, Ms. Wilder 

   

   
   
From the Library. .. .  
We have been learning 
about great books 
becoming movies. We read 
“Cloudy With A Chance of Meatballs” and 
“Where The Wild Things Are” and talked about 
how these classic stories have been turned into 
motion pictures. After reading the story the 
students saw the “Movie Preview” and we talk 
about some of the differences between the book 
and preview.  
 
Third grade will begin their Explorer research on 
October 21st.  They will be finding important 
information on Sacajawea, Christopher 
Columbus, Lewis and Clark, David Crockett, 
Jim Bowie and Daniel Boone. The students will 
learn how to take notes and research using book, 
encyclopedias, and websites. 
 
We will be having our Fall Book Fair November 
2nd – November 6th. Please visit our book fair to 
purchase your child’s favorite books. They can 
never have enough books!  
 
Happy Reading, 
Mrs. Gloria, Librarian
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 Science News!  
 
Parents,  
Every class has been to the Science lab this 
year, and many more exciting Science 
lessons are planned. Be sure to ask your 
child about the exciting things they are 
learning in Science! 
 
Kinder : Safety rules and physical 
characteristics  
 
First : Magnifiers (Properties: curved and 
transparent) 
 
Second: Patterns in Nature 
(The Moon and Shadows) 
 
Third : Properties of Matter 
(mass, magnetism, temp.) 
 
Fourth: Weather and Erosion 
in the Coastal Plains 
 
Fifth : Landforms, Nature’s Forces, Rock 
Cycle 
 
Ideas for Science learning at home:  

�  Have a family scavenger hunt. 
Search for an insect that lives 
underground, a leaf with three 
points, a purple flower, an 
amphibian, and something yellow. 
The team that finds the most in 10 
minutes wins! Be sure to return 
everything to nature when you are 
done. 

 
�  Fill the sink or tub with water. 

Predict then test various objects to 
see which ones sink and which ones 
float. Do all the big things sink? Do 
all the small things float?  

 
�  Make bubbles! Mix 3 cups of water 

with 1 cup of Dawn or Joy 
dishwashing liquid. Have your kids 
try experimenting with a variety of 
homemade bubble wands: pipe 
cleaners bent into interesting shapes, 

cookie cutters, or yogurt lids with 
the centers cut out. For a giant 
bubble maker, cut off the top and 
bottom of a large metal can with a 
can opener and ask an adult to 
hammer the inside edges until they 
are smooth. Dip either end in the 
solution and wave through the air. 
For an even bigger one, try using a 

hula hoop! 
 
Many parents feel 

that it is fun to snuggle up with their child 
and read a good book. On the other hand, 
not many parents feel that way about 
practicing flashcards or doing word 
problems. Please remember that it is 
important for your children to see math in a 
positive light. 

 Math is not just something that kids 
do at school it is part of life. It is important 
for home and school to join together and 
foster a positive attitude about math. How 
you feel about math has an impact on how 
your children feel about 
math. 

Now is a great 
time to make sure your 
children know their basic 
facts! Our goal is for your 
children to exceed the district standard on 
their grade level test. 
The list below states what children need 
to achieve at each grade level. 

2nd grade-addition and 
subtraction fact (30 problems under 2 
minutes) 

3rd grade- multiplication facts (50 
problems under 3 minutes) 

4th grade division facts (50 
problems under 3 minutes) 

5th grade multiplication and 
division facts mixed (50 problems under 5 
minutes) 
Thanks for all your support! 
 Sincerely, 
 Jan Catalano and Gilda Rodriguez 

Math Specialists 
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Burke Elementary 
Celebrates Red Ribbon Week 

October 26-30, 2009 
Theme:“A DRUG FREE LIFE ROCKS” 

 
Red Ribbon Week 
The red ribbon was adopted as a symbol of the movement in honor of Enrique “Kiki” 
Camarena, an agent with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration who was kidnapped 
and killed while investigating drug traffickers.  The campaign has reached millions of 
children and has been recognized by the U.S. Congress 
Red Ribbon Week is about encouraging kids to be drug-free and marking the progress 
we’ve made.  This campaign provides opportunity between parents, school, local law 



enforcement and other agencies, to collaborate and look for new and innovative ways to 
keep our youth drug free. 
 
 
Monday: “WE ARE DRUG FREE!”—Bracelets- Wear Red 
Burke students and staff will kick off this busy week by wearing red and making a pledge to live 
a drug free life.  Special bracelets with slogan “A Drug Free Life Rocks” will be given to students 
to wear all week.  We will show our citizenship by letting others know how proud we are to 
attend a great school! 
 
Tuesday: JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINTS DRUGS—Stickers- Wear Camoufl age 
Don’t let drugs find you.  Burke students will hide away from drugs.  Wear your camouflage 
attire.  “Join the fight against Drugs”, stickers will be passed out. 
 
 
Wednesday: SHADE OUT DRUGS—Shades- Wear your shades all day 
shades to wear for the day. 
 
 
Thursday:  “ LIVING DRUG-FREE IS NO SWEAT”-Bookmark- Wear Swea ts 
student will receive a “Our School Rocks Drug Free Bookmark.” 
 
 
Friday: “TEAM UP AGAINST DRUGS”-Pencil- Wear Favori te Team Shirt 
Burke students will be part of the ROCK DREAM TEAM and team up against drugs!  Wear your 
favorite team shirt to show that you will team up with others to stay away from drugs.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The Amazing Art Room! 
Welcome! The art room has been very busy this fall.  
All students began the year learning about Primary & Secondary colors. Some students made a 
color wheel and learned what Sir Issac Newton had to do with it  and others made an art project 
called “Primary Planets” which are hanging in the hall.  Come see if you can guess how they 
made the colors on the largest planet. 
 
Kindergarten is printing using apples this week and learning that you can use just about 
anything to paint or print with. Food such as broccoli, apples, carrots, mushrooms and household 
objects like thread spools, dryer lint, cotton balls, q-tips (I could go on forever) are fun things to 
make art with! We have also had a whole lesson based on the book “Where the Wild things Are”, 
they are also hanging in the hall and check out the new movie next coming out next week!  Next- 
Kindergarten will be learning how to weave!   First Graders have worked hard on their “planets” 
and are also painting with something other than a brush, they are using a large marble to paint the 
inside of a pumpkin! They will also decorate the outside of the pumpkin for their lesson called 
“Inside Out Pumpkins”. They will have another fall project, then begin clay just before the 



Thanksgiving holiday, which they are very excited about!    Second, Third and Fourth Graders 
have spent most of their time learning facial proportions and painting self portraits. They were 
required to add either something they like to do now such as soccer, football, dancing, drawing or 
something they wish to be when they grow up. Look out San Antonio because coming out of  
Burke Elementary are lot of doctors, veterinarians, athletes and art teachers!!!  Some classes 
worked on drawing a lion for the Los Leones Art Festival coming in early November so if you 
don’t see a portrait coming home your child may have done something else.     Fourth Graders 
will soon begin a project based on their study of Texas History this year.    Fifth Grade has 
studied the reason behind a famous painting and how culture can “sway” our thinking! Ask them 
what they learned about Edvard Munch’s “The Scream”. It is one of the three famous paintings 
that a majority of the students recognize. These oil pastels drawings are hanging by the art room, 
come read what makes the Burke students scream.  
 
Please join all the Northside art teachers, music teachers, dance, and others showcase students 
work at the Los Leones Art Festival on November 6 & 7 at the Leon Valley Community Center.  
There will also be food, drinks and local artisans selling all kinds of things.  
 
I have enjoyed the start of this year and seeing all the wonderful creative artwork that the Burke 
students make, they are great kids! 
 
Carol Kistner 
Art Specialist 
397-1340 ext. 3138 
carolkistner@nisd.net 
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