Session 2

Reforms & Society 1800-1860
· One of the most reformative periods in history

· Spend most of history trying to figure out what defines an American (rev. forms on this crust; Enlightenment Thought begins; rational reason why we declared independence)

· Anti-Fed- loose gov’t; fade out

· Fed-strong central gov’t; WINS  } Jefferson v. Hamilton

· Jefferson

· – mass democracy & participation (conceptualizes idea)

· Hamilton

· – can’t trust monocracy

· Went from Adams to Jefferson

· A surprisingly peaceful revolution

JACKSON- brings mass participation into fruition


-Old Hickory-appeals to common man


- compared to Reagan, Clinton – can relate to people

War of 1812

· 1st war fought under Am. Flag against foreign country

·  Identity – Francis Scott Key writes “Star Spangled Banner

Nationalism (after War 1812)

· Imagined community-link w/ everyone

· How we define ourselves (can adopt identity even if not born there – it is a choice)

· Possession-take ownership of country- go VOTE!; power to change

Romanticism  - feel connected with fellow Americans

America begins to write about itself (Washington Irving, James Cooper)
Hudson River School- Am. Scenery

AMERICA DEFINES ITSELF

· neg; who doesn’t belong ----NATIVISM

1ST WAVE OF Nativism directed at Irish, Papists


b/c Am. Takes possession of own society, what belongs to them

They protect their society (they can change or ignore problems in society)

Romanticism-doesn’t matter if you can’t read or don’t understand what it is; it matters if you FEEL it

2nd Great Awakening
· camp meetings

· women develop the role of keepers of virtue – “Republican Mothers”

· target women for participation/women given a voice

· hope for a voice on other reforms (slavery, voting, temperance, prison treatment)

· EXCEPT women’s rights because that is viewed as self-serving and not virtuous

Sense of community which allows mass change

