Welcome to the Revolution

The " New" SAT Is a Big Deal

For many anxious parents and their children, March Madness won't refer
this year to the NCAA basketball championships, or to college students
perennial spring break pilgrimageto Floridaor southern Cdifornia Instead,
March Madness will refer to the big changes afoot for you: the college-bound
high school student. Unless youve just emerged from a year-long coma, youve
probably heard from a million sources—newspapers, magazines, the Net, your
friends, your teachers, your panicked parents—that the SAT will undergo
radical changesthis year.

Bdievethem, it will. Thetest publishers havetinkered with the SAT
from time to time over the past few decades, but never producing anything
likethe seismic SAT changesthat will show up in the 2004-05 academic
yedr:

o Andogy questions have been dropped to make room for questions about
very short reading passages (60-140words long). These passages,
together with the traditional reading passages (450-800 words long) and
sentence compl etion questions, now make up the renamed SAT Reading
Test.

e Quantitativecomparison questions have been dropped from the SAT
Math Test, and the overdl difficulty has been ratcheted up a few notches.
Previoudy, the math covered on the SAT was limited to basic topicsfrom
seventh-gradethrough ninth-gradecurriculums. (The problems were not
dways easy, d course, but the underlying concepts were.) Sorry, but now
youll face afew topics drawn from tenth- and eleventh-grademath
curriculums, too.

e Theredly big changeistheintroductiond the SAT Writing Test, This
section will consist d awritten essay portion and a multiple-choice
portion covering grammatical and other writing problems. (If you're
thinking, "Hey, that sounds exactly likethe SAT II Writing Te,” youre
right. Or rather, exactly likethe former SAT II Writing Test, which has
now been retired.)

And sincet he newSAT Writing Test will haveits own 200to 800 score, a
“perfect” SAT ia now 2400 rather t hant he 1600your parents and possibly
grandparents reamember.




WHAT IS THE NEW SAT?

The SAT |, which has not changed much since 1994, will be significantly changed asd March 2006.

If you're lucky, you may not be familiar with the old SAT. And this book contains practice tests and

advice targetingonly the new test, the one on whichyou arefocused, so you won't be confused.
The new SAT |—from now onwell refer to it as Smply the @i—runs 3 hours and 45 minutes

and is divided into ten sections:

e Two 25-minute Math sections
* One 20-minuteMath section
 Two 25-minute Critical Reading sections
One 20-minute Critica Reading section’
¢ One 25-minute multiple-choice Writing section
¢ One 10-minutemultiple-choice Writing section
* One 25-minute'essaysection
* Oneadditional 25-minuteWriting, Math, or Critical Reading experi mental section

Theessay will be thefirst sectiond the SAT and will take 25 minutes. Besureto visit your online
resourcesfor thelatest updateson the SAT’s format and awholelot more!

How Is THE New SAT Scorep?

Four tofive weeksafter you takethe SAT, youll receiveareport containingyour Math, Critical Read-
ing, and Writing scores. Yau may choose to accessyour scoresonline, in which caseyoull get thema
little faster. Each score will be reported on ascalethat runs from 200 to 800, and the average student
scores around 500. Scoresgo up or down in incrementsd 10 points.

The total maximum score is now 2400 points instead of 1600. (Beforeyou know it, youlll beableto
brag to older folks that their 1400s are nothing compared to your SAT scores.) Youll aso hear about
two other kinds d scoresin connection with the SAT and other standardized tests: raw score and
percentilescores. Your raw scoreissimply the number d questionsyou answered correctly, minus a
fractiond thenumber d questionsyou answeredincorrectly,and isused to calculateyour fina scaled
score (200t0 800). A perceritilescore tellsyou how you did in relation to everyonee sewho took the
test. If your scoreisin the 60th percentile, it means you did better on the test than 60 percent d the
peoplewhotook it. Peoplewho are disappointedby their SAT scorescan sometimescheer themsalves
up by looking at their percentilescores.

WHERE Does THE SAT ComE FROM?
TheSAT is published by the Educationa Testing Service (ETS).ETSisabig oompany It sellsnot only
theSAT, but al soabout 500 other tests, including onesfor CIA agents, golf pros, travel agents, firefight-
ers, and barbers. ETS islocated outsided Princeton, New Jersey,on abeautiful 400-acre etate that
used to beahunting club. Thebuildingswherethe SAT iswritten aresurrounded by woodsand hills.
Thereisaswimming pool, agoose pond, a baseball diamond, lighted tenniscourts, jogging trails, an
expensive house for the company's president, a chauffeured motor pool, and a private hotel where
rooms cost more than $200 a night.

Yau may have been told that ETSis agovernment agency or that it's part of Princeton University.
Itis neither. ETSis jugt a privatecompany that makes alot of money sdlling tests. The company that
hires ETSto writethe SAT is called the College Entrance Examination Board, or the College Board.

4 & 17 PRACTICE TESTS FOR THE NEW SAT & PSAT



