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U.S. History AP

Writing a Book Review

A book review is more than a book report, which is a mere summary of the major events of the book without much critical judgment.  A review allows you to enter into a dialogue with the work’s creator and other audiences.  A book review might focus on the following:

I. Discuss the author’s views.  Identify and explain these views and consider explaining the author’s life/background and how those led him/her to write this book.  These may be clear from reading the book but will more likely involve some informal research.
II. On the same note, identify not only the author’s theme but also how his work fits in with other similar books (books from the same time or on the same topic).  What is new or different about the work? 
III. How does the author reach his conclusion?  What sources are used and how does the author interpret them in order to form a theme?
IV. What is the overall purpose of the book and how well does the author adhere to this purpose?  It is a waste of time to use such phrases as “it was an interesting book” without explanation and elaboration.  
V. Length should be 3-5 pages (no larger than double spaced), though slightly longer is acceptable if necessary.  Do not exceed 12 pt. font or drop below 10 pt. font.  
VI. As with any essay, you should have a thesis or main idea statement in the introduction and should maintain some focus on this statement throughout.  This may be an idea or argument about the book or its importance or it may simply be a summary of what you plan to say in your review.
VII. Devote some space to summarizing the book and some space to analysis of the book.  Analysis may include discussion of other similar books or other books by the author.  If you are reviewing an older book, you may want to include an explanation of why the book is widely read today and how it was received at the time of publication.
VIII. How does the book relate to American History?  Explain the period the book relates to or was published in and consider how it fits within that period.
IX. A review does not have to be negative.  You are not necessarily trying to find fault with the book.  Please be constructive with any criticism.
X. If all else fails, try reading other reviews to get an idea of how one is written.  Book reviews appear in the books section of the Sunday San Antonio Express-News.  Book reviews also appear in academic journals and in magazines such as the New York Review of Books and The Atlantic.
