U.S. History AP

Bigelow

Guidelines for Note Taking

I. Consider each chapter read in the American Pageant to be an overview of the time.  Notes should provide guideposts and reminders for you and allow you space to fill in extra information from other readings and our discussions.  

II. Use the chapter number and title as a header for your notes.

III. Refer to “How to Read a Textbook” handout before beginning.

IV. Concentrate notes on facts, terms, & people that you are not familiar with.

V. Similarly, when we go over tests in class, make note of answers that you missed, the reason you missed them, and the correct answer.

VI. After a note, always include the book page number as a reference point.

VII. You do not have to write in complete sentences!  Although I will periodically check notes for a grade, they are for your use and thus may include shorthand or abbrev.

VIII. Leave space off to the right or below a note so you can add information from lecture/discussion or from other sources.  You may also want to use this space to write down questions that occur as you read.

IX. You may want to try using note cards as a way to keep track of people, events, & vocabulary terms.  A note card quiz session is a valuable way of reviewing.

X. As an alternative, you may want to use a color coding system with highlighters to differentiate between events, people, vocabulary terms, items you need practice with, etc.

XI. Do not feel you must write everything down.  Be efficient, but note what you do not know or fear you will not remember.  Because you cannot mark in your textbooks, each chapter notes section will normally be at least one page in length.

If you have a system that works for you, come by and explain it to me.  Chances are that if it’s proven effective for you, we can adopt part of it!

