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Communications Arts High School

Parents Support Group

11600 FM 471 W, San Antonio, TX 78253

(210) 397-6043  cahs@nisd.net

Minutes of the meeting: October 27, 2009

Officers/Chairs Present:  Anna Alfaro, President; Catherine Skerrett, Secretary; Mandy Scott, Treasurer; Denise Lopez, Historian; Lynne Schendel and Melissa Rasco, Communication Co-Chairs; Kelley Farwell, Hospitality Co-Chair; Mary Alice Benzoni and Heather Neel, Membership Co-Chairs; Rene’ Jacob, Picnic Chair; Irene Garza and Sandy Dzuik, Fundraising Co-Chairs

Officers/Chairs Absent: Kim Parma and Kelley Farwell Hospitality Co-Chairs

Parents in Attendance: approx 45

Agenda Items:

I. Pres Alfaro called the meeting to order at 7:01p.m. 

II. Pres Alfaro extended a welcome to the parents by class. 

III. Approval of Sep 22, 2009 Minutes (PSG secretary- Catherine S.) Catherine informed the group that the minutes are posted on the PSG website and that future minutes will be posted approx 2 wks prior to the next mtg. Pres Alfaro demonstrated to group how to access the website.  http://www.nisd.net/communicationsarts/pages/PSG.htm  Catherine asked if there were any changes to the minutes and finding none, the minutes stood as written. Ross Arizona made a motion to accept the minutes, Robert Storck 2nded the motion. 

IV. Treasures Report-Mandy Scott presented the report. Beginning balance was 12,302.66 and ending balance is 13,792.16. The report is on the website for visibility. Mandy commented that the account at Jefferson State Bank is closed. All funds have been transferred to Firstmark Credit Union with the majority of the funds in a savings account for greater interest accrual. 

V. School Update - CAHS Principal, Wendy Barker reported that today was the soft opening of the after school study hall. It is known as Salòn de Sabios (Room of the Wise). It is currently open from 4:15-6:15 on Tuesday after school and hours may be extended depending on need. As it gets closer to AP exams it may also offer practice AP exams. It is monitored by a teacher and is a great resource for group study.

-Vice Principal, Mr. Neunenfeldt, made known that he has a new title “Tweet Master” as he announced that the school is now officially on Twitter. The site can be accessed on Twitter at: NISDCommArts

VI. Old Buisness and Updates (Committee Chairs)

A. Membership Update-Heather Neel and Mary Alice Benonzi thanked the members for their support for the PSG activities. 

-They asked that attending members to make sure they have signed in and to verify their contact information. 

-Heather discussed the current contest for the membership drive. The class with the most parents who joined the PSG by tonight’s meeting will win $ 100.00 to put in their class funds. The winning class will be made known during morning announcements this week or early next week. To date the standings not counting the new members who joined tonight are: 9th grade-67%, 10thgrade-45%’11th grade-42%, and 12th grade- 46%.

  -A membership promotional drawing was held tonight for five $20.00 H.E.B. gift   cards. The winners were Joe Hinojosa, Paula Gonzalez, Mary Ann Anderson, Sandy Dzuik, and Jim Quinn. Congratulations. 

B. Communication Update- Lynn Schendel and Melissa Rasco –informed parents that they have been sending out email reminders for up coming meetings. If you have not received an email reminder please contact Lynn or Melissa. There contact information is available on the PSG website. 

-Melissa reminded parents and handed out flyers for the Whataburger fund raiser in which Whataburger will donate 20% of its total sales to the PSG on Tuesday, Nov 3 from 5-8 pm. She encouraged parents to attend and show our support. 

C. Fundraising Updates-Sandy Dzuik thanked parents for their support in the Entertainment Book sales. This activity is one of the 2 major fundraisers for the PSG. To date approx 293 books have been sold with money turned in. Unsold books and money to be turned in tonight and Sandy will also be at the school on Thursday to accept books/money and to provide those who sold 5 books their free copy. Please contact Sandy or Irene Garza for questions or if alternate arrangements need to be made. 

· Mandy Scott- advised parents that only 21 of the # 17 T-shirts remain. If interested you can purchase them from Mrs. Roberts at the school office.

-  Mandy also spoke about the “Holly Jolly Jamba Juice Night” at the Alamo Ranch   Marketplace on 
Tuesday, December 1st from 4:30pm to 7pm. CAHS-PSG Receives 20% of ComArts Sales. 
D. Hospitality Chairs- Kelly and Kim were unable to attend tonight’s meeting. They   did provide a power point slide which stated:

Thank You to Roxy Vasquez, Rebecca Fisher, Sharon Bolin, Rose Klein, Steve Smithroat, Kim Parma, Mandy Scott, Anna Alfaro for your help in making the Fall Italian Lunch delicious!

Upcoming Hospitality Events:

-Friday, Nov 13-Thanksgiving Pie Party on Desserts & Coffee ... will need help   with set-up.


-Wednesday, Nov 18- NHS Induction Ceremony-Cake & Punch Reception ... will need help with set-up and serving.


-Friday, Dec 18- Happy Holidays Breakfast Buffet & Take-Home Treats ... will need more than 30 dozen home-baked cookies!


-If you have already signed up to help with Teacher Appreciation, you will receive an email. If you haven't and you want get involved, contact Kelley Farwell ... kffarwell@yahoo.com or699-3773.

E. Open PSG Position: President Elect- Anna mentioned that this position is still open. If you are interested, have further questions or want to explore the option please contact Anna or any member of the CAHS-PSG for further information.

VII. New Business and Updates:

A. Guest Speaker New CAHS Counselor Mrs. West- Provided a Power Point Presentation addressing: Guidance Services Updates

i. Girls Group- run by Mrs. Gonzales

ii. Ribbon Week- the Leaders Class is coordinating

iii. Sophomore Guidance- learning how to manage academic stress

iv. Stress Group- to begin in November

v. Healthy Relationships Group- in conjunction with Taft.

      Mrs. West then spoke on a concern that she receives from many parents; the issue of GPA’s vs. Difficult Course work. She then presented the facts.


-AP courses prepare students to be successful in any college

· Students who take AP course have higher college GPA’s, complete more college hours, and graduate at a higher rate.

· AP courses play a role in character development: personality, learning for learning sakes, persistence, self-confidence, and independence.

· At the end of each semester students are given 5 additional points for Pre-AP classes and 8 points for AP classes.

· CAHS median GPA is 93.09

· With the combined ranking with Taft, a student with a 93 GPA will fall in the top 25%.

· Nearly 75% of CAHS seniors have an “A” GPA

· If you fail an AP course you will not receive the additional 8 points to make a passing grade. The 8 points are only added to a passing grade. If you fail, you will be required to retake the course.

                       Other points stressed by Mrs. West:

· Starting with the class of 2011 both Taft and CAHS will combine for class ranking, so instead of having a ranking for CAHS and TAFT there will be one ranking only. For ceremonial purposes at graduation each school will have their Valedictorian and top 10 students. The class of 2010 will have a dual ranking, one with CAHS and one combined with Taft.

· Historically, CAHS students have fared well when combined with Taft. Taft students are now being advised to take AP classes. 

· Top 10% Rule: starting with admission of class 2011, UT Austin has gained approval to limit its acceptance to the top 8%. With so many students applying to UT Austin in the top 10%, they are unable to accept other qualified students. Other public universities in Texas will continue to admit the top 10%.

· Apply to the college you want to attend regardless of your GPA. Never base your decision to apply solely on the information from a college website. 

· If not accepted at UT Austin, it will be easier to get in the following year if you enroll in the CAP program (you have an agreement to attend another UT school and if you maintain a certain GPA you will automatically be accepted into UT Austin) vs. trying to enter as a transfer student.

· Please call or email Mrs. West for any questions or concerns. 


B. Parent Grade Level Monthly Reports: Lead by Denise Lopez

Freshmen- parent representative Ms. Lopez reported that the freshman class have just elected their officers and will soon be working on their fundraising activities. 

Sophomores-parent representative was not present, but sophomore parent Ms. Scott reported that the class would be selling CAHS Hoodies. 

Juniors- parent representative Ms. Skerrett reported that the class if finishing up their t-shirt sales and will be selling Chick-Fil-A calendars with coupons during the first couple wks of Nov. On Oct 23 they had a successful pizza/pumpkin painting party.

Seniors-parent representatives Ms. Garza, and Mr. Flores, reported that the class will soon start selling their t-shirts and that they recently had a pizza sale with the next sale on Nov 3. The class will be attending the Renaissance Festival on Nov 7 and that there are 13 seats open. The cost is $30.00 per person.

C. CAHS Spirit Shop- Mandy Scott spoke to the parents re the Spirit Shop in which:


-The PSG will order, and stock inventory of items with Comm Arts logo



-Sell items at school during lunch 1 to 2 times a month



-Have items available for purchase at CAHS-PSG events



-Profit from sales will be divided evenly between the 4 class funds



-Inventory Survey of potential items distributed


      D. CAHS Spring Picnic- Picnic Chair Rene’ Jacob led the discussion. The date of the 

Picnic is Apr 17, 2010 and will be held at a park. Mrs. Barker stated that she polled 2 classes with an overwhelming majority in favor of having the picnic held at the park vs. the school. 

A call was placed for chairs and volunteers for the various committees with a brief description of what will be required. The committees are:


Food


Games


Silent Auction


Tickets


Entertainment


Deserts/Sodas

VII.  Closing Comments: PSG President Anna Alfaro thanked everyone for their participation in tonight’s meeting and thanked Mrs. Barker, Mr. Neunenfeldt and Ms. West for their support and guidance. She reminded the group to check the PSG website for updates. 

The next PSG meeting will be on Tuesday, 17 Nov, 2009 at 7 p.m. The guest speaker will be: Mrs. Malik- CAHS Mentorship

Motion to adjourned the meeting at 8:16 p.m. was made by Rose Klein and Denise Lopez 2nded the motion. 
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________________________________

Catherine Skerrett, PSG Secretary

