                            AP/Dual Credit U.S. History 1301/1302



                                              bretbigelow@nisd.net     

Course Summary:  


NW Vista course # 1301/1302.  In the first half of the course, students will explore U.S. History from European colonization through the Civil War.  The second semester will cover the era from Reconstruction through the 1980’s.  This is a survey course with emphasis on social, political, economic and cultural history.  There will also be emphasis on “learning using history”- in other words using history as a tool to practice analysis, oral and written presentation skills, research skills, and critical thinking.  Each semester of the course will satisfy one-half of the legislative requirements for six semester hours in American history.

As per section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act and the American Disabilities Act (ADA), if an accommodation is needed, contact the Dean of Students at 348-2020.

AP & Dual Credit Programs:  

Advanced Placement (AP) is a national program culminating in a nationwide May exam.  Students around the nation take the same exam, and those who make a passing score are eligible for college credit.
The dual credit program is local college credit received through NW Vista College.  This credit transfers to many colleges and universities, but is not a nationally regulated program like the Advanced Placement exam and therefore may be less transferable, especially outside of Texas or to private colleges and universities.   

Class Structure and Content:   

AP U.S. history focuses on the following themes:  American identity, diversity, culture, demographic changes, economic changes, environment, engagement with the world (globalization), politics and citizenship, and reform.  A specific guide to themes and the key topics for each unit is attached.  

Class Activities and Skills:


Historical skills and primary documents are a key component of this course.  Students will be introduced to a wide variety of primary sources including letters, government documents, editorials, political cartoons, art/architecture, and audio/video sources.  Students will learn a variety of analytical skills that will allow them to understand primary documents including key elements such as author’s purpose, historical context, intended audience, etc.  Students will also be introduced to important historians and historical schools of thought.

Essays will be written throughout the year and will be free-response essays or DBQ’s (document based questions).   Classroom activities will include document analysis, web quests, historical problem solving, issue debates, simulations/games, investigations, presentations, mock trials, graphic organizers, etc.
Grades:

-Students are expected to complete assigned readings and notes as reading comprehension quizzes and notes checks will take place regularly.

-Daily grades are more frequent assignments.  Examples include short reading comprehension quizzes, notes checks, homework, etc.  (50% of grade)

-Major grades include unit tests and essays.  (50% of grade) 


-Late work loses value at 10 points/day.  
Major Projects:

Semester One Project:  In the fall, students will read a book of their choice on American History.  This book may be biography, a work of history, historical fiction, etc., but must be approved by the instructor.  After reading this approved book, the student will write a 3-4 page analysis of the book (double-spaced, 12-point font).  This analysis will include a short summary, discussion of author’s style, discussion of historical topics in the book, theme of the book, etc.  Please consider reading book reviews in the culturas section of the Sunday Express-News and other newspapers or magazines such as the Atlantic Monthly, etc. for ideas.  Make sure to include both a summary of the author’s key points and your own analysis.  You may need to review other books or online sources for topical information not in the book (biography of the author, for example).  Please be careful to paraphrase and cite such sources correctly.  Please see me if you are not sure how to do so.  This paper will be due the week before winter break.

Alternative Assignment:  Students may individually or in groups of up to five participate in National History Day (nationalhistoryday.org).  This is an exciting program in which a student researches and creates a research paper, documentary, exhibit, website or performance.  The topic is up to the student but must relate to the annual theme.  Work culminates in a series of competitions (city, state, etc.).  If a student participates in National History Day, he is exempt from the book review assignment.  This project is due in February.
For all of the above assignments, students are encouraged to remember that material or skills covered in one class are often relevant in another.  You are encouraged to work with your teachers to integrate projects for these classes.  An interesting issue from history class may spark interest in a project or paper for English.  A student group in Video Tech might consider a historical topic for their documentary film project and turn this into a National History Day documentary.  Be creative and select something of relevance and interest to you!  

Books and Materials:  

Each student must have a three ring binder for critical reading notes and storage of handouts, student writing, activities, etc. 
Textbook:  Kennedy, Cohen, & Bailey.  The American Pageant, Volume 12 (New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2002).
Primary Source Reader:  Kennedy and Bailey.  The American Spirit:  United States History as Seen by Contemporaries, Volume 10 (New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2002).

Study Guides:  Students may benefit from the purchase of an AP exam study to be used throughout the semester in preparation for the May AP exam.  Most include historical overviews and valuable test examples.  
