Course Outline/Units of Study
Unit I
Colonial America: 1607-1763 

Central Focus: Analyze the development of northern, middle and southern colonies in America during the period.

Themes:

American diversity, slavery and its legacies, religion, demographic changes

Content:
Native American cultures before European contact
European colonization of North America: France, Spain, Great Britain

Merging of Cultures: Native American, African, European

Religion in America

The Great Awakening

Society and Culture in Colonial America:  Southern, Middle, Northern colonies

Conceptual Identifications: 

Colonialism, mercantilism, slavery, labor, representative government, race, class, gender, Protestantism, geographic differences, 

Essential Documents:

The Mayflower Compact, 1620

A Model of Christian Charity (“city upon a hill”)- John Winthrop

Reading Assignments:

American Pageant 2-6
Sample Essays: 

Although New England and the Chesapeake region were both settled largely by people of English origin, by 1700 the regions had evolved into two distinct societies. Why did this difference in development occur? 

How did economic and geographic factors shape the growth of slavery in the colonies from 1607-1760’s?  Explain the shift from indentured servitude to slavery.

“Until 1763 Britain exerted control over the American colonies more by economic measures than by political measures.”  Agree or disagree with this statement and provide support.

Compare the role of religion in the development of the society of each of the three colonial regions:  New England, Middle Atlantic, & Chesapeake.

Unit 2: Revolutionary America 1763-1780s
Central Focus: What were the social, political and economic factors that drove the American colonies from dependency on Great Britain to independence?

Themes:

American identity, politics and citizenship, war and diplomacy

Content:

How did the Seven Years War (French and Indian War) mark the beginning of British/American tensions?


British efforts to control colonies and collect revenue



Proclamation of 1763


Stamp Act



Declaratory Act



Townshend Acts, etc.

Colonial Responses



Boston Tea Party



Committees of Correspondence


Differences in ideas about representation


Growing American identity 

Conceptual Identifications:

Revolution, enlightenment, identity, federalism, confederation

Essential Documents:

Navigation Acts

Stamp Act of 1765

Declaration of Independence- Thomas Jefferson

“Join or Die”- Ben Franklin

Depiction of Boston Massacre- Paul Revere

“Common Sense”- Thomas Paine

Reading Assignments:

American Pageant: 

 Chapters 6-8

Sample Essays:

Analyze the extent to which the American Revolution represented a radical alteration in American political ideas and institutions between 1750 and 1781.

To what extent had the colonists developed a sense of their identity and unity as Americans by the eve of the Revolution? 

Unit 3: The Early National Period 1789- 1820 
Central Focus: What challenges did the early federal government face in establishing a strong central government from 1789-1820?

Themes:

Demographic changes, economic transformations, reform, slavery and its legacy, politics and citizenship

Content:

Forming a national government: Confederation and Constitution

Washington, Adams, and the shaping of a national government

Emergence of political parties: Federalists and Republicans

Federalism: National power and States rights

Hamilton and the creation of the National Bank

Republican Motherhood and education for women

The Supreme Court in the Creation of American National government

The significance of Jefferson’s Presidency:  The Revolution of 1800

The Louisiana Purchase

Expansion in to the trans-Appalachian West:

Native American resistance

Growth of slavery and free Black communities

The War of 1812

Demise of the Federalist Party

John Marshall and the Supreme Court

Conceptual Identifications:

Federalism, nationalism, sectionalism, reform, industrialization

Essential Documents:

Hamilton supports the creation of the National Bank

Washington’s farewell address

The Louisiana Purchase

Marbury v Madison

Alien and Sedition Acts

Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions

McCullough v Maryland

Missouri Compromise

Monroe Doctrine
Reading Assignments:

Pageant 9-12
Sample Essays:

In what ways and to what extent did the Articles of Confederation provide the United States with and effective government from 1781-1789?

How did the federalist and anti-federalists of the constitutional convention emerge into the first political parties of the Federalists and Democratic Republicans? 

What is the legacy of the Hamiltonian Federalists and the Jeffersonian Democratic Republicans?  What were their main goals and political philosophies?  What was their stance on specific issues?  Which seems to better predict the way our modern government works?

Unit 4-Antebellum America 1820-1850 
Central Focus: In what ways did the forces of growth and expansion contribute to disunion?

How did many ideas of the Federalists (Hamilton) reemerge in the Whig and then Republican parties?

Explain the growing economic, social, and political divisions with the United States between 1800 and 1850.
Themes:

Demographic changes, economic transformations, reform, religion, politics and citizenship

Content:

Early national politics

The second party system: Democrats and Whigs
Industrialization, transportation, the creation of a national market economy

Changes in class structure

Irish immigration and nativist reaction

Sectionalism: The Missouri Compromise

Jacksonian Democracy:  Era of the Common Man
Tariffs/Nullification fight and the Bank War

Reform Movements

Indian Removal

Conceptual Identifications:

Economic diversification, factory system, transportation, egalitarianism, nationalism, states rights, manifest destiny, sectionalism, compromise, industrialization

Essential documents:
“On Manifest Destiny, 1839”- John L. O’Sullivan

“South Carolina Exposition and Protest”- John C. Calhoun

“Defense of the American System”- Henry Clay

Reading Assignments:

Pageant:
Chapters 13-15
Sample Essays: 
Discuss the impact of territorial expansion on national unity between 1800 and 1850

In what ways did developments in transportation bring about economic and social change in the United States in the period 1820-1860?

“Reform movements in the United States sought to expand democratic ideals.”  Assess the validity of this statement with specific reference to the years 1820-1850.
Unit 5: Road to the Civil War, War and Reconstruction 1850-1877 
Central Focus: 
How did manifest destiny and the addition of new lands continually reignite sectional battles?

How did controversial events of the 1850’s put the U.S. on the path to war?

Evaluate the degree to which the Civil War and Reconstruction forged a new sense of identity and nationhood for the American people.
Themes: 

American identity, war and diplomacy, politics and citizenship, slavery and its legacy, economic transformations.
Content:
Slavery as a moral issue

The economic and social system of the South

Compromise of 1850 and the controversial Fugitive Slave Law

Popular Sovereignty and Bleeding Kansas

John Brown’s Raid

Secession and Civil War
Two societies at war: mobilization, resources.
Military strategy/battles: Ft. Sumter, Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg, Vicksburg, Sherman’s march through South, Grant’s Wilderness Campaign, Lee’s surrender 
Emancipation and the role of African Americans in the war

Social, political and economic effects of war in the North, South and West

Presidential to Radical Reconstruction

Compromise of 1877 

Impact of Reconstruction

Conceptual Identifications:

Nationalism, sectionalism, reconstruction.
Essential Documents: 
The Liberator- William Lloyd Garrison
The North Star- Frederick Douglass

Uncle Tom’s Cabin- Harriet Beecher Stowe

Dred Scott v. Sanford

Lincoln-Douglas debates

The Emancipation Proclamation

The Gettysburg Address

Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address

Reconstruction Amendments to the U.S. Constitution: 13, 14 & 15
Reading Assignments:

American Pageant:

Chapters 16-22
Sample Essays:
Evaluate and compare the impact of three of the following in increasing sectional tension.

John Brown’s Raid
Dred Scott Case
Kansas-Nebraska Act


Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Fugitive Slave Law
Analyze the social, economic and political results of the Civil War

In what ways and to what extent did constitutional and social developments between 1860 and 1877 amount to a revolution? 
Unit 6-America Becomes an Industrial Nation: 
Central Focus: How did the United States become an industrialized, modernized nation?

Content: 


Reconfiguration of southern agriculture


The politics of segregation:  Jim Crow and disfranchisement


Expansion and development of western railroads


Competitors for the West:  miners, ranchers, homesteaders and Native Americans


Government policy towards Native Americans


Farmers’ problems and politics in the late 1800’s


Farmers organize: Grangers, Populists, gold/silver currency debate, 1896 Election
Industrialization/Urbanization


Corporate consolidation of industry


Effects of technological developments on the worker and workplace


Labor and Unions: Knights of Labor, AFL, Haymarket Bombing, Major Strikes

National politics and influence of corporate power


Migration and immigration:  “New Immigrants” from Southern/Eastern Europe

Social Darwinism and the Social Gospel


Urbanization and the city:  Machine politics; problems 


Intellectual and cultural movements and popular entertainment

Imperialism


American Imperialism:  political and economic expansion


The Spanish American War

Conceptual Identification: 

Nationalism, Imperialism, Industrialization, Urbanization

Essential Documents:

Sherman Anti-trust Act

1890s Populist Party Platform

“Cross of Gold” speech-William Jennings Bryan

Thomas Nast Cartoon depictions of “Boss” Tweed of Tammany Hall
Plessy v Ferguson, 1896

“Atlanta Compromise”-Booker T. Washington

“Of Mr. Booker T. Washington” from The Souls of Black Folk-W.E.B. DuBois

How the Other Half Lives-Jacob Riis

The Gospel of Wealth-Andrew Carnegie

“The Significance of the Frontier in American History”-Frederick Jackson Turner
Reading Assignments:

American Pageant:
23-28
Sample Essays

The economic growth of the U.S. between 1860-1900 can be attributed to the governmental policy of laissez-faire.”  Assess the validity of this statement.
Some historians have characterized business leaders of the Gilded Age as robber barons, while others have held them up as captains of industry.  On the whole, which is the better characterization?

How successful was organized labor in improving the position of workers in the period from 1875-1900?  Analyze the factors that contributed to the level of success achieved.
To what extent was late nineteenth century and early twentieth century United States expansionism a continuation of past United States expansionism and to what extent was it a departure?

Unit 7:  Progressive Reform and WWI
Central Focus: 

Why did progressives turn away from the laissez-faire policies of the Gilded Age and work to reform government and increase its regulatory responsibilities?
Analyze the changes in the social, political, and economic involvement of government in American Society.
What were the causes and effects of American entry into WWI?  

Themes: 
 Reform, environment, War and Diplomacy
Content:

Progressivism:

Progressive reform: municipal, state and national progressive changes
Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson as Progressive presidents

Women’s roles: family, workplace, education, politics, and reform

Black America:  urban migration and civil rights initiatives

America as a World Power


War in Europe and American neutrality


World War I at home and abroad


Wilson the Progressive Moralist: The Treaty of Versailles


American Society postwar

Conceptual Identifications:

Laissez faire, urbanization, business, progressivism, “muckraking” investigative journalism 

Essential Documents:

Pure Food and Drug Act 1914

Clayton Anti-Trust Act

Immigration Act of 1921, 1924

16th, 17th, 18th, 19th Amendments

Reading Assignments:

Pageant:

29-31

Samples Essays:
Analyze the reasons for the emergence of the Progressive movement in the early 20th Century.

To what extent were the Progressives effective in addressing the problems of the Gilded Age?

To what extent did the United States achieve the objectives that led it to enter the First World War?
Unit 8- The Roaring 20’s, the Great Depression, and WWII
Central Focus:  
Why and how did Americans turn inward and become more conservative after the changes of the Progressive Era and WWI?  What cultural and social movements emerged to challenge this traditionalism?

How did FDR’s efforts to fight the Depression and WWII dramatically alter the scope and role of the federal government?

How did American involvement in WWII set the stage for changes at home and long-term involvement abroad?

Themes:  culture, economics, reform, war and diplomacy, American identity

Content:
The New Era: 1920’s


The Business of America


“Normalcy”


Republican politics:  Harding, Coolidge, Hoover


The culture of modernism: science, the arts, sports and entertainment


Responses to Modernism:  religious fundamentalism, nativism, and Prohibition


The Harlem Renaissance


The modern woman, “flappers”

The Great Depression and New Deal


Causes of the Great Depression


The Hoover administration’s response


FDR and the New Deal


Labor and union recognition


The New Deal coalition and its critics from the Right and the Left


American Society during the Great Depression

World War II


The rise of fascism and militarism in Japan, Italy and Germany


The United States policy of Neutrality


Pearl Harbor and the U.S. declaration of war


Diplomacy, war aims, wartime conferences (Atlantic Charter, Yalta, Potsdam)


Key Battles, Pacific Theatre and Europe: Midway, D-Day, Battle of the Bulge, 
Strategic Bombing and total war, Pacific Island Hopping (Iwo Jima, Okinawa).

Key Leaders:  Eisenhower, Patton, MacArthur, Nimitz


The Home front during WW II


Urban migration and demographic changes


Women, work and family during the war


Expansion of government power


Civil liberties and civil rights:  Japanese internment


Atomic Power and is implications 

Conceptual Identifications:

fundamentalism, morality, nativism, immigration, modernism, fascism, militarism. 

Essential Documents: 

The Fourteen Points

“A Dream Deferred”-Langston Hughes

“The Bridge”-Joseph Stella

Skyscraper Race in NYC: From Woolworth Building to Chrysler & Empire State

First Inaugural Address-Franklin D. Roosevelt

Dorthea Lange photographs

“Fireside Chats” Franklin D. Roosevelt

Korematsu v United States, 1944

“The Decision to Drop the Bomb”-Harry S. Truman

Reading:
American Pageant: 32-36

Sample Essays:

The 1920’s were a period of tension between new and changing attitudes on the one hand and traditional values and nostalgia on the other.  What led to the tension between old and new and in what ways was the tension manifested? 

Analyze the responses of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration to the problems of the Great Depression.  How effective were these responses?  How did they change the role of the federal government? 

The United States decision to drop an atomic bomb on Hiroshima was a diplomatic measure calculated to intimidate the Soviet Union in the post-Second-World War era rather than a strictly military measure designed to force Japan’s unconditional surrender. 

Unit 9:  The Cold War and Civil Rights
Central Focus: In what ways and to what extent did the Cold War and the Civil Rights Movement shape American society between 1945-1968?

Themes:

War and Diplomacy, reform, globalization, demographic changes, economic transformations, American identity, politics and citizenship, 

Content:

The United States and the Early Cold War


Origins of the Cold War


Marshall Plan


Truman and containment


NATO


The Cold War in Asia: China, Korea (50’s), Vietnam (60’s)

The Cold War in Europe, Latin America


The Red Scare and McCarthyism


Diplomatic strategies and policies of Truman, Eisenhower, and Kennedy.


The military-industrial complex


The New Frontier


Lyndon Johnson and the Vietnam War


Tet Offensive

The Civil Rights Movement:


The impact of World War II on the modern civil rights movement


The impact of Brown v Board of Education. 



The Lynching of Emmett Till.


The Montgomery Bus Boycott


Martin Luther King emerges as a National Leader


Non-violent campaigns to desegregate America


Television and the Civil Rights Movement


Lyndon Johnson and the Civil Rights Movement

Consensus and Conformity in America


Suburbia and middle class America


The impact of television on Cold War and Civil Rights


War on Poverty:  The Great Society


The impact of science and technology on American Life


Postwar Economic expansion


The Counter-culture

Conceptual Identifications:

 Bi-polar, military industrial complex, racism, militancy, non-violence, consensus, conformity, sphere of influence, containment, “domino theory”, massive retaliation.
Essential Documents
“Levittown” photo
“The Containment Doctrine”-Harry S. Truman

“The Marshall Plan”-George Marshall

“The Long Telegram”-George F. Kennan

“The Wheeling West Virginia Speech”-Joseph McCarthy

Brown v Board of Education, 1954

“That’s Alright Mama”- Elvis Presley 1954 (“the first rock recording”-Rolling Stone)

“Letter from a Birmingham Jail”-Martin Luther King, Jr.

“I have a Dream”-Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

Reading Assignments:

Pageant: 37-39
Sample Essays:
To what extent did the decade of the 1950’s deserve its reputation as an age of social and cultural conformity?

What were the Cold War fears of the American people in the aftermath of the Second World War?  How successfully did the administration of President Dwight D. Eisenhower address these fears? 
Analyze the changes that occurred during the 1960’s in the goals, strategies and support of the movement for African American civil rights. 
Unit 10-Contemporary America 1968-present 
Central Focus: 
Why did much of the nation turn away from the liberal, activist policies and aspirations of the 1960’s?  

How does the liberal/conservative ebb and flow of the modern age reflect trends and cause/effect in U.S. history?

In what ways and to what extent have conservative politics altered American social, political, and economic structure in the last decades of the twentieth century?

Themes:

American Diversity, American Identity, Culture, Demographic Changes, Economic Transformations, Environment, Globalization, Politics and Citizenship, Religion, War and Diplomacy

Content:

Politics and Economics at the end of the Twentieth Century


Nixon’s challenges: Vietnamization, anti-war movement, China, Watergate

Détente, arms limitation treaties, and the maturation of the Cold War


Jimmy Carter’s challenges:  oil prices, economic stagflation, Iran hostage crisis

The New Right and the Reagan revolution


The Cold War heats up and then gives way to continued detente


The fall of the Iron Curtain and break up of the Soviet Union
Society and Culture at the End of the Twentieth Century


Demographic Changes in American


Revolutions in biotechnology, communication and computers

The United States in the Post Cold-War World


Globalization and the American economy


The first Gulf War


Unilateralism vs. multilateralism in foreign policy


Domestic and foreign terrorism


Environmental issues in a global contest

Conceptual Identifications:

Unilateralism, multilateralism, Black Power, Identity politics, Human Rights, liberalism, neo-conservatism, authoritarianism, Reaganomics

Essential Documents:
Pentagon Papers

Watergate “Smoking Gun” tape (recorded 1972, released 1974), Richard Nixon
First Inaugural Address- Ronald Reagan

“The Equal Rights Amendment”

“Remarks at the Annual Convention of  National Assoc. of Evangelicals”-Ronald Reagan

Reading Assignments:

American Pageant: 40-42
Sample Essays:
Analyze the successes and failures of the United States Cold War policy of containment as it developed in TWO of the following regions of the world during the period 1945-1975:   Europe, Asia, Middle East, Latin America
“1968/69 was a turning point for the United States.”  To what extent is an accurate assessment?  In your answer discuss TWO of the following:  National politics, Vietnam War, Civil Rights, counterculture movement
Analyze the extent to which TWO of the following transformed American society in the 1960’s and 1970’s:  The Civil Rights Movement, The antiwar movement, the women’s Movement.

How did the Republican Party replace the Democrats as the dominant party in the American South after the 1960’s?  Use specific examples to explain the shift.
How have the terms “liberal” and “conservative” changed in terms of the role of the federal government from founders to today?

