
Timeline of 
Important NASA 

Events

October 1, 1958
The National 

Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, or NASA, 
was created by President 

Eisenhower. 

May 1961
Allen Shepard 

becomes the first 
American in space. 

February 1962
John Glenn becomes the 
first American to stay in 

space over 24 hours. 

July 1969
Apollo 11 astronauts, 
Armstrong, Aldrin,and 

Collins, are first to land and 
walk on the moon. 

July 1975
First linkup of Soviet 

and American 
spacecraft in space. 

April 1981
First launch of Space 

Shuttle Columbia, which is 
the first reusable spacecraft. 

January 1986
Space Shuttle 

Challenger explodes 
during lift off. 

1990
The Hubble Telescope 
is deployed from Space 

Shuttle Discovery. 

1995
Construction begins on 
the International Space 

Station. 

1998
The first Space 

Station flight occurs.

February 2003
Space Shuttle Columbia 

explodes 16 minutes 
before landing. 

Student's Name 
here

1998
The first Space 

Station flight occurs.

Nov. 2000 - Feb. 2001
First crew lives on the 

ISS 


