
Important Dates 

May 3  NEF 5K Run/Walk at Farris Stadium 

May 5-9 Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 7  ACES 8:15 in courtyard 

May 8 School Safety Audit 

May 9 Early Release Day 11:45 

May 13 TAKS retest for 5th grade math 

May 13  PTA Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

May 14  Book Launch in gym 1:00 and 1:45 

May 15  Tic Tac Toe Reading Celebrations 

May 15 Ott Night at the Missions 

May 16  Tic Tac Toe Reading Celebrations 

May 16 Artfest Paul Taylor Field House 

May 17 Artfest Paul Taylor Field House 

May 20 Author Tim Tingle visits Ott 

May 20  SAT meeting at 4:00 pm 

May 22  Forester PTA Meeting at Ott 6:30 p.m. 

May 23  Goal Setting Ceremony 

May 26 Memorial Day Holiday for staff and students 

May 28  Student Council Banquet 6:30 pm 

May 29 Forester Child Care Registration 3-7 at Ott 

May 30  Fifth Grade Picnic at Westcreek Park 

May 30  Third Grade Awards 

June 2  First and Second Grade Awards 

June 3 Fourth Grade Awards 

June 4  Last Day of School 

June 4  Fifth Grade Promotion 9:00 a.m. 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

It is hard to believe that we are coming to the close 
of another school year!  This has been a great year for us and 
we are thankful to have such great parents and students.  As 
we begin closing down this year and thinking about next year, 
many parents want to request a specific teacher for their child 
next year.  I am always willing to look at teacher requests; 
however I can never guarantee a particular teacher for a child.  
If you would like to make a teacher request, you may write me 
a letter describing your child and what type of teacher you are 
looking for in the upcoming year.  Please do not request a 
teacher by name because there are many, many factors that go 
into putting together class lists.  You may submit requests to 
me by June 4. 

We are just about finished with our spring testing.  I 
am very pleased with the scores we have so far.  In Fifth grade 
math 93% of the students passed on the first try and in reading 
we had the same passing percentage of 93%.  In third grade 
reading we also scored 93% passing the first time.  We will 
receive the rest of the scores in late May and we are confident 
that we will do as well in the other subjects and grade levels. 

There are many fun events scheduled for May and 
we invite you to attend them if you can. We will have our end 
of year Goal Setting Ceremony on May 23 with Dr. Folks as 
our keynote speaker. Also, I will be dunked in the dunking 
booth since we reached our sales goal for the cookie dough 
fundraiser!  Mrs. Bonnett will be dancing with the Stevens HS 
dance team!  We also have our last book launch and a visit 
from author Tim Tingle. 

I am pleased to say that in April we received over 
$14,000.00 in grant money from the Northside Education 
Foundation!   One of the grants will be used to buy a second 
mobile wireless computer lab.  Congratulations to the follow-
ing teachers who wrote and won the grants:  Stacey Stilley and 
Tammy Johnson, Barbara Esposito, Donna Vidal, Liz Moran 
and Patty Snyder, Monique Moore, Brianna Kircher, Dan Bus-
sard, and Jane Castings. 
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Dropping Your Children Off at School 
Time is a precious commodity. However, before attempting to save a few minutes from your morning commute by dropping of your child on Grosenbacher Rd. 
please read the following: 

 The Texas Cooperative Extension – Passenger Safety -Texas A& M University System  

 Children are not experienced when it comes to being exposed to traffic threats that are beyond their cognitive, developmental, behavioral, physical and sensory 
abilities. Parents oftentimes overestimate children’s pedestrian skills and overlook the key ingredient of training children to cross a street correctly and respect the 
vehicle. 

Most young children are struck near their homes in streets or driveways when they: 

�  run out between parked cars 

�  walk along the edge of the road 

�  cross in the middle of the block or in front of a turning car 

 Children think that because they can see the vehicle and the driver, the driver can see them. Not in every case. They also tend to be impulsive and have no frame 
of reference for judging the speed of a vehicle. 

Auditory and visual acuity, depth perception and proper scanning ability develop gradually and do not fully mature until at least age ten. 



Ott World Series Finale 
 

 We are finishing up on our first ever Ott World Series games, ending on May 13th.   Many students have worked hard to earn their 
homerun ribbon and have therefore exceeded the promotion standard for their grade level in most cases.  We have just one more week to 
go, so please encourage your child to earn that homerun by practicing their math facts! 

 

 Also, another REMINDER: The Family Night at the Mission Baseball Game is coming up on May 15th.  If you have not pre-paid and ordered your tickets, 
please do so right away.  The tickets are at a group discount for $5.50 each; Hotdogs, sodas, etc are $1 each on this night; and we will have a reserved section 
for seating.  We would really like to have several people attend this event as our school will be recognized at the game. Please contact your child’s teacher if 
you have any questions regarding this event.  If they are not able to answer your questions, they will direct you to someone who can.  Ticket pre-paid orders 
have been extended to be due NO LATER THAN MAY 7th.  So make plans now to come and participate in our Ott Family Night at the Missions! 

Tim Tingle, Storyteller and Author to Visit 
Ott 

Tim Tingle, recently honored as a 2008-2009 Bluebonnet nominated author, 

will visit Ott on May 20.  He will talk about his Bluebonnet nominated book, 

Crossing Bok Chitto, and will tell Native American Stories to students in 
each grade level.  His books will be available for presale. 

TicTacToe Celebrations 
 

 It is almost time to celebrate the reading 
your child has done this year!  Students in 

2nd-3rd Grades will attend their TicTacToe 

Celebration on May 15th.  4th and 5th Grades 

will attend on May 16. Any student who has 

completed at least one row which means 4 or 

5 books were read this year, will be invited.  

Students who read at least 3 rows (12 or 15 

books) will receive special recognition.  Stu-

dents who completed a blackout will be hon-

ored. 

Library Books Due May 20 

All library books are due by May 20.  If you  are unable to find a book, in 

order to clear your child’s record, pay for it, and the money will be re-

funded when it is found.   

PTA President’s Corner 

 Hello Ott Trailblazers, hard to believe, but the last PTA General Meeting for this year is scheduled to be Tuesday, May 13 at 7 PM.  We will welcome 
the new PTA board for next year and say farewell to those who are leaving us. 
 

 I’d like to thank everyone who participated in the Family Fair and hope everyone enjoyed the event.  We will have updates on how much money was 
raised at the next general meeting.  We will also have the proposed budget to adopt for the 2008-2009 school year. 
 

 The Ott PTA will continue to offer School Supply Kits this year.  We will have order forms available the first week of May.  All orders will be due by 
May 19th.  Orders will be available to pick up at Meet the Teacher Night the week before school starts.  We are also planning to have a general meeting 
on this night to vote on the Fall Fundraiser. 

 

 Yearbooks will be delivered on May 12th.  We only have a few books left which will be sold before and after school for $17 from May 19th through 
May 23rd. 

 

 We look forward to seeing you at our last general meeting, please feel free to email the PTA by visiting the school website at http://www.nisd.net/ott/ 
or at ott_pta@yahoo.com with any concerns you may have.  Please be sure to include a subject heading, so your message is addressed by the correct 
Board Member. 

OttOttOttOtt  ♥ssss MothersMothersMothersMothers 

Moms please join us for a breakfast celebrating you during the week of May 12th – 16th.  Here is a list of the day you are 
invited according to the first initial of your last name: 

 
May 12th A-E  May 13th F-J   May 14th K-O  May 15th P-T  May 16th U-Z 

 
 The cost of the breakfast is $1.45.  Look for a flyer with more details and a return slip.  We look forward to seeing you! 



Fiesta Texas Tickets 
Fiesta Texas tickets are on sale through June 4th.  Information has been sent home in your child's Friday 
folder about the savings on both one-day tickets and season passes.  You won't find a better deal anywhere!   
The tickets are $27 each and the school will receive $2.50 from each ticket sold.  You can upgrade your ticket 

to a season pass at the park.  There is no limit on how many tickets you can purchase, but for large groups please call in advance 
to ensure we have the tickets ready for you. For your convenience tickets will be available for purchase during the May 13th 
PTA/ Technology Night.   If you would like more information please call the office.   

Thanks for your support!! 

Planners and T-Shirts 
 

Planners are for sale in the front office for 3rd through 
5th grade students. They are $5.00. These planners are 
an important  part of class. 

Ott T-Shirts  
 T-shirts are now being sold in the front office, we have 
youth and adult sizes for $10.00 

Recycle Project Update 
 Please remember to recycle your newspapers, 
magazines, shopping catalogs and mail 24 hours/7 
days a week. You can drop them in one of the three 
“Paper Retrievers” that are located in the front 
parking lot at Ott Elementary.   There is no finan-
cial commitment from you, just bring us your paper!  For more infor-
mation, log on to PaperRetriever.com. 

 Please remember phone books and cardboard are not counted towards 
our total so please do not deposit these items in the bins. 

 Thank you for your continued support of this important fund raising 
effort! 

Visit Us On the Web 

GOAL SETTING 

 

The NISD Goal Setting Program is designed for students to set, implement, and evaluate personal goals 
related to learning, service and/or responsibility.  The 2007-2008 Goal Setting Ceremony will be on 
Friday, May 23 at 8:00 a.m.  We will have Dr Folks, NISD Superintendent, speak to our students and 
staff about the importance of making goals and working hard to reach them. The ceremony will take 
place outside on the blacktop.  Students have set individual as well as class goals for this year. A stu-
dent from each grade level will be speaking about their specific goals and the ways in which they 
reached them.  Class goals that were met will be displayed on a poster at the ceremony.  Throughout 
the school year students developed a plan to meet their goal and monitored their own progress.  Please 
join us for an exciting way to celebrate setting and achieving goals! 

 
Don’t forget – for coming so close to meeting our fundraiser goals this year, Mrs Hansen will be 
dunked in the dunking booth! Also, performing with the Stevens High School dance team will be Mrs 
Bonnett!  

Artfest 
Artfest will be held at the Paul Taylor Field House on May 
14—16. If your child received a permission slip, please 
return it to Mrs. Mimum as soon as possible. This is a 
great opportunity to see some fantastic art produced by 
NISD students. 

5th Grade Promotion 
5th grade promotion will be held on June 4, 2008 at 9:00 
a.m.  We encourage the students to dress up for this occa-
sion.  Please feel free to check your child out after the 
promotion ceremony to celebrate this wonderful milestone 
in their life.  

                Book Launch 
The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry will be the focus of our upcoming 
Book Launch.  The staff will present a short play about the book to spark 
interest. The schedule for our special event is: Wednesday – May 14, 2008 

         1:00-1:45 1st, 2nd, and 3rd                       1:45-2:30 K, 4th, and 5th  

Teachers will follow up the event by reading the book to the students and 
providing related activities. 


