


N orthside Independent School District recognizes the importance of a
partnership between parents and the schools to ensure each student’s

academic success. When that partnership involves good communication,
mutual support, and focus on learning, great things can happen for
students. Academic Standards have been developed in Northside to
provide focus on learning and provide a clear target for students,
teachers, parents, and the Northside community. Prior to being adopted
by the Board of Trustees in Spring 2000, the Northside Academic
Standards were researched, reviewed, and developed by teams of parents,
teachers, administrators, and community members. Over 700
participated directly.

This letter is to introduce you to the Northside Academic Standards
that correspond to your child’s grade level for the school year 2004-2005.
These Academic Standards provide clear and consistent expectations for
students that are aligned from grade to grade. They define what students
should know (content) and what they will be able to do to demonstrate
that knowledge (skills). The Academic Standards are aligned with the
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and with the Texas
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) objectives. They are also the
foundation for Northside’s curriculum and will be the basis for reporting

student progress to parents. Students who meet
Northside’s Academic Standards can be expected to
meet the State TEKS and TAKS expectations.

I encourage you to review these Standards,
discuss them with your child, and use them as a tool
to check the progress of your child’s learning this
coming year. They can be very helpful in
conferencing with your child’s teacher, as well. If you
have questions, please get in touch with your child’s
teacher, with the school principal, or call our District Coordinator at
397-8849.

As a well-informed parent, you can better participate in parent-
teacher conferences, and give support and celebrate your child’s
achievements as progress is made along the way. I invite you to join our
fine Northside educators in this partnership to help your child be
successful.

Sincerely,
John M. Folks, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Social StudiesScienceMathLanguage Arts

What schools can do…

What parents can do…

1. Provide clear instructional targets. Northside’s Academic Standards detail what we want students to know
and do at each grade level.

2. Describe how students will demonstrate what they know and are able to do.

3. Provide frequent assessment and feedback.

4. Report to students and parents about progress toward Academic Standards.

5. Require that all students demonstrate achievement of Academic Standards before moving to the next grade
or course.

1. Learn what your child is expected to know and do. Read and become familiar with the Academic Standards
in this booklet.

2. Ask to see demonstrations of your child’s work.

3. Use this booklet as a guide to help you understand the Academic Standards. Your child’s teacher can give
you more information on the criteria that will be used to measure your child’s success.

4. Visit with your child’s teacher and attend open house and parent-teacher conferences to stay informed
about your child’s progress.

5. Let your child hear you say these words often: “I know you can do it!”

August, 2004

Dear Northside Parent or Guardian:



III. Content Standard: Comprehension, Critical Reading, and 
Vocabulary

The student will read for varied purposes and with understanding from a variety of
fiction and nonfiction sources.

II. Content Standard: Fluent Reading
The student will read in instructional and independent level text with fluency, accuracy,
and understanding.

I. Content Standard: Word Identification and Vocabulary
The student will apply word identification strategies to decode unknown words and to
increase vocabulary.
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(continues on next page)

Performance Standards:
A. Read instructional level materials with at least 70% comprehension, using a

variety of strategies to interpret text and graphic information.
B. Develop an extensive vocabulary through listening, reading, word study, and

use of resources.
C. Identify, analyze, and organize main ideas and supporting details when clearly

stated in the text.
D. Identify and analyze elements of stories:

• characters’ traits, feelings, relationships, and changes
• settings (importance of), problems, events, and resolutions

E. Summarize or retell using major text elements as organizers:
• fiction:  characters, settings, problems, events, and resolutions
• nonfiction:  topics, main ideas, and supporting details

F. Analyze and make inferences and support with stated or implied evidence in
the text.

G. Determine purposes, functions, forms, and characteristics of literary genres.
H. Complete or construct a response (including graphic organizers) using

organizational structure of text.
I. Read for varied purposes and respond to texts in a variety of ways.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. High-frequency words

B. Decoding skills/letter-sound correspondences
(phonics principles)

C. Meaning (semantic) cues:
• context 
• pictures or graphics 

D Language structure (syntactic) cues:
• sentence grammar
• word order
• text structure (e.g., in books of 

information and stories)

E. Structural analysis skills (word studies)

F. Reading makes sense, fits language structure,
and has print-to-sound match

G. Use of resources

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Read high-frequency words automatically in
all content areas.

B. Use knowledge of consonant clusters,
digraphs, and short and long vowel patterns
to read words rapidly.
Blend phonemes (sounds) to decode words.
Use familiar onsets (consonant or consonant
cluster before vowel pattern) and rimes (word
families) to decode words.

C. Search for information and use cues from
text and pictures or graphics to identify
words and to determine meanings:

• rereading
• reading ahead
• visually scanning pictures or graphics

Draw on background knowledge to
determine the meanings of words in context.

D. Use knowledge of language structure to
identify words and determine meaning:

• sentence grammar
• word order

Use knowledge of text structure to identify
words and determine meaning.

E. Use familiar word parts to decode and to
determine the meaning of words:

• prefixes and suffixes
• base (root) words
• inflectional endings
• compound words
• contractions
• syllables

F. Integrate and use letter-sound
correspondences, context cues, and language
structure to:

• identify unknown words
• check accuracy
• confirm meaning
• self-correct errors in word identification

G. Use resources and references (e.g., beginners’
dictionaries, glossaries, available technology)
to build word meanings and to confirm
pronunciation of words.

Performance Standards:
A. Read high-frequency words automatically in text.
B. Apply letter-sound correspondences (phonics) to decode words rapidly and

accurately.
C. Use context cues (semantic awareness) to identify words and to determine

meaning.
D. Apply knowledge of common language structures (syntactic awareness) to

identify words and to determine meaning.
E. Apply structural analysis to decode words and to determine the meaning of

words.
F. Integrate cues to identify words, to check accuracy and meaning, and to self-

correct errors.
G. Use resources to identify words and determine word meanings.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. Reading strategies:
• adjusting rate
• integrating cues to monitor accuracy and 

meaning and to self-correct errors
• increasing fluency

B. Characteristics of fluent, expressive oral
reading for various purposes and audiences

C. Strategies for sustaining independent reading
in text of increasing length and/or difficulty:

• maintaining concentration
• integrating cues to monitor accuracy and 

meaning and to self-correct errors
• reading for selected purposes

Self-selection strategies:
• estimating difficulty of text
• personal reading preferences and 

purposes

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Vary rate of reading appropriate to level of
text and purpose for reading (at least 80 wpm
in instructional grade-level text).
Read and comprehend instructional level
materials that are challenging but
manageable with no more than one error for
every 10 words.
Apply strategies for developing fluency (e.g.,
rereading, rehearsing).
Sustain silent reading in instructional level
materials of increasing length.

B. Read aloud from familiar texts with accuracy
and expression.
Attend to punctuation.
Use appropriate phrasing.
Reflect understanding of text through stress
and intonation.
Adjust rate, pitch, intonation, and volume
based on audience and purpose for reading.
Read with smooth, natural production.

C. Sustain reading in independent level texts for
longer periods of time (25-30 minutes).
Integrate cues to read and comprehend
independent level materials with no more
than one error for every 20 words.
Prepare for performance (e.g., Readers’
Theater, plays, and oral reading of poetry,
stories, and own writing).
Demonstrate comprehension of material read
silently (e.g., retelling, discussion, Readers’
Theater, and/or dramatic presentation).
Use a simple method to estimate difficulty of
self-selected text.
Apply personal interests, knowledge of
authors, and knowledge of genres and their
characteristics to select books to read for
information and pleasure.

Performance Standards:
A. Read orally in instructional level text with at least 90% accuracy, with

understanding, and at an appropriate rate for the level of the text.
B. Read orally with expression.
C. Read at independent level with at least 95% accuracy, with understanding, 

and at an appropriate rate in materials of increasing length.



(continued from previous page)

III. Content Standard: Comprehension, Critical Reading, and Vocabulary, cont.

3rd Grade Language Arts
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Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. Processes for comprehending text
Multiple ways to demonstrate comprehension
Strategies for monitoring meaning and self-
correcting

B. Strategies for developing vocabulary:
• using oral language and reading 

experiences
• using relationships/word study (e.g., 

analogies, synonyms and antonyms, 
multiple-meaning words, similes, and 
idioms)

• using context cues
• using resources

C. Major elements of nonfiction/informational
text:

• topics
• main ideas
• supporting details

D. Major elements of fiction:
• characters
• settings
• problems
• events (action/plot)
• resolutions (outcomes)

E. Summarization strategies

F. Critical thinking processes
Verification using evidence in text
Monitoring meaning

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Determine meaning of materials read using
multiple comprehension strategies (See B.-I.)
Demonstrate comprehension of fiction and
nonfiction text in a variety of ways:

• orally (e.g., retell, dramatic presentation)
• artistically (e.g., illustrations)
• graphically (e.g., story maps, graphs, 

charts)
• in written format (e.g., summaries to 

recall, inform, organize)
Monitor comprehension and self-correct
when meaning breaks down (e.g., reread, ask
questions, search for clues, use resources).

B. Discuss meanings of words in texts read or
heard.
Demonstrate knowledge of vocabulary (e.g.,
by sorting, classifying, and identifying related
words).
Recognize and use synonyms and antonyms.
Identify various meanings for multiple-
meaning words and use appropriately in
discussions.
Recognize and use similes and idioms.
Use context and prior knowledge to
determine the meaning of words as used in
text.
Use resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries,
and available technology to determine word
meanings and to confirm pronunciation of
words.

C. Identify the topic of nonfiction/informational
text.
Determine the stated main ideas and
supporting details in nonfiction/informational
materials read, heard, or viewed.
Compare and contrast topics, information,
and ideas across texts.

D. Identify character traits based on actions or
behaviors found in the text.
Analyze feelings of characters and how they
change using examples from the text.
Analyze relationships among characters using
examples from the text to support analyses.
Discuss how characters and relationships
change using examples from text to support
discussion.
Discuss the importance of the setting(s).
Identify and discuss the implications of the
problem.
Identify the major events in a story and
discuss their effect on the resolution.
Compare and contrast characters, ideas, and
themes across texts, including culturally
diverse texts and story variants.

E. Retell or write logical summaries of fiction
and nonfiction materials using the 
major elements of each type of text to
organize and develop the summary.
Use graphic organizers to produce summaries.

F. Apply critical thinking processes when
reading and responding to text.
Locate stated or implied evidence in text to
support thinking.
Connect background knowledge and
experiences to texts (e.g., authors, illustrators,
topics, and themes).
Compare and contrast themes across texts.
Differentiate between verifiable facts and
personal opinions in newspapers and
advertisements.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

G. Purposes for reading
Function and forms of different texts
Distinguishing characteristics of various
genres (types of texts)
Meaning of literary terms

H. Organizational structure of different 
types of text
Method of development of text

I.  Influence of type of text, author’s and reader’s
purposes, and audience on reader responses
Role of literature in presenting cultural
diversity and common elements of cultures

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

F., cont.
Identify causes that led to effects, and effects
that are the result of causes.
Infer to draw conclusions and make
generalizations based on evidence in the text
and from experience.
Predict and extend from text, illustrations, or
graphics.
Sequence logically (e.g., events in a story or
news article, steps in a procedure, stages of a
cycle).

G. Read in classic and contemporary works.
Identify purposes for reading different genres
(to be informed or entertained).
Identify function and forms of different texts
(e.g., lists, newsletters, and signs).
Compare and contrast different forms of
communication (e.g., dramatic presentation
with print version).
Identify genre (type of text) based on
distinguishing characteristics:

• folk literature (fairy tales, tall tales, 
legends, myths, and fables)

• poetry, including limericks
• fantasy
• realistic fiction
• mystery
• plays
• biography
• autobiographies
• informational text

Identify literary terms (e.g., title, author,
illustrator, playwright, dialogue, theater, stage,
scene, and act).

H. Locate or recall information using features of
text structure.
Create a graphic representation of text.
Complete a graphic representation of text.
Locate supporting evidence in text using
method of development (e.g., description,
problem/solution, comparison/contrast,
cause/effect, sequence or narrative).

I. Read to be informed or entertained.
Determine author’s point of view and
purpose.
Respond to text read or heard in a variety of
ways (e.g., oral discussion, artistic or graphic
representations, dramatizations, role play, and
written responses as in response logs).
Connect life experiences with the experiences,
language, and customs of characters across
cultures. 
Compare and contrast cultures presented in
literature selections.
Compare and contrast literary works across
cultures (e.g., similar folktales or story
variants, characters, and themes).



IV. Content Standard: Listening and Speaking
The student will communicate through effective speaking and active listening.
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V. Content Standard: Conventions of Writing
The student will compose original text using the conventions of written language to
communicate clearly.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. Principles of standard English grammar and
usage:

• subject-verb agreement
• verb tenses: past, present, future
• parts of speech:  nouns, pronouns, verbs, 

adverbs, adjectives, articles, conjunctions, 
prepositions

Formal and informal language structures
appropriate for different types of writing

B. Common spelling patterns, such as CVC,
CVCe, and others
Frequently used spelling generalizations and
when to apply them
Use of regularly spelled phonogram patterns
for spelling multisyllabic words
Irregular spellings of plural nouns
Strategies for spelling unfamiliar words

C. Capitalization and punctuation principles

D. Characteristics of sentence structure:
• different sentence types (question, 

statement, command, exclamation)
• different sentence structure (simple, 

compound, and complex)
• differences among fragments, run-ons, 

and complete sentences
E. Characteristics of paragraph structure:

• what a paragraph is and how to put 
sentences together to form a paragraph

• how to put paragraphs together to form a 
passage

F. Handwriting techniques:
• writing instrument grip
• paper position for writing
• body position for writing
• letter formation strategies for manuscript 

and cursive
Appropriate use of spacing and margin

G. Skills for using reference tools
Purposes of different reference tools 
Components of different reference tools

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Apply conventions of standard English
appropriately in writing.
Demonstrate subject-verb agreement in
writing.
Use correct verb tense in writing (past,
present, future).
Choose appropriate parts of speech to fit
structure of language when writing.
Adjust grammar and usage for different
writing styles and needs.

B. Apply known spelling patterns and
generalizations in writing (e.g., doubling
consonants, dropping final e).
Apply knowledge of familiar words and word
parts to spell multisyllabic words.
Spell irregularly formed plurals.
Use resources to spell and check unfamiliar
words (e.g., dictionary, word wall, spelling
text, computer spell check).

C. Apply principles of capitalization:
• first word in sentence
• proper nouns (names, places, dates)
• important words in titles
• letter greetings and closings
• titles of people (e.g., Dr., Mr., Mrs.)

Apply principles of punctuation:
• ending punctuation correctly
• apostrophes in contractions
• periods in common abbreviations
• commas in series, dates, between city-

state, and after greeting and closing in a 
friendly letter

• quotation marks to set off dialogue
D. Write a variety of complete sentences,

including simple, compound, and complex.

E. Link sentences together in paragraphs in a
logical order to develop ideas according to
purpose (e.g., topic sentence, supporting
detail sentences, and concluding sentence).
Connect paragraphs to form a meaningful
passage.

F. Position hand, body, and paper appropriately
for legible writing.
Use proper letter formation in writing.
Plan layout and format for writing with
appropriate margins and spacing.

G. Use resources to check own work and to
become increasingly more accurate in
spelling, usage, and precise word choice:

• print resources (e.g., dictionary, glossary, 
thesaurus)

• technology (e.g., spelling and grammar 
check)

(continues on next page)
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Performance Standards:
A. Apply the rules of standard grammar and usage.
B. Spell accurately when writing high-frequency words and words with regular

spelling patterns.
C. Capitalize and punctuate correctly to provide meaning.
D. Write simple, compound, and complex sentences.
E. Write paragraphs and connect them in logical order to form meaningful

passages.
F. Write legibly in cursive or manuscript, as appropriate.
G. Use resources, such as a glossary, a dictionary, a beginning thesaurus, English

and spelling textbooks, and available technology to develop accuracy.

Performance Standards:
A. Ask relevant questions and respond appropriately by interacting with others

and with text read aloud.
B. Listen attentively, purposefully, and critically to analyze and evaluate the

speaker’s or author’s message.
C. Speak clearly and appropriately to audiences for different purposes and

occasions.
D. Use visuals to enhance spoken messages.
E. Listen and speak to gain knowledge of own and other cultures.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. Conditions for effective speaking and active
listening
Strategies for generating and responding to
questions

B. Strategies and protocol for active listening
Purposes for listening
Messages convey information
Factors that influence or bias understanding
of spoken message
Influence of nonverbal cues on meaning of
spoken messages

C. Influence of audience, purpose, and occasion
on format, preparation, verbal style, and
presentation
Characteristics of clear communication

D. Characteristics of effective visuals

E. The importance of listening and speaking 
for gaining knowledge of own culture and 
for the cultures of others

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Follow accepted conventions of speaking and
listening.
Ask relevant questions to seek and to clarify
information.
Respond with answers or comments (e.g., in
small or large group discussions) related to
questions or content of presentations.
Retell a spoken message (e.g., summarize or
paraphrase).

B. Follow conventions for active listening.
Listen responsively to classic or
contemporary literature (e.g., stories and
poetry).
Listen attentively and respond to oral
presentations or directions.
Listen to gain information, to solve
problems, or for enjoyment or appreciation,
including elements of literary language (e.g.,
rhyme, alliteration, and onomatopoeia).
Listen to identify main ideas and supporting
evidence in spoken messages.
Identify features of speech that may influence
or persuade the listener.
Identify and discuss nonverbal cues and their
effect on the meaning of a message.

C. Consider audience, purpose, and occasion
when choosing format for speaking.
Prepare for oral presentation according to
demands of audience, purpose, and occasion
(e.g., announcements, conversations,
directions, discussions, introductions, plays,
poems, reports, and songs).
Speak with appropriate structure,
preparedness, and formality for the occasion.
Adapt spoken language through word choice,
diction, and usage, and through rate, pitch,
and volume to communicate clearly.

D. Create or select effective visuals to support
and enhance spoken message (e.g., objects,
charts, and illustrations).

E. Connect own experiences and ideas with
those of others through speaking and
listening.
Compare and contrast cultures through oral
language experiences.



IV. Content Standard: Earth/Space Science
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the earth and space sciences.
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Performance Standards:
A. Demonstrate that forces cause change.
B. Explain that the natural world includes earth materials.
C. Explain that the natural world includes objects in the sky.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. Forces cause change
Earth’s surface and layers
Pangaea
Earthquakes and glaciers

B. Renewable, nonrenewable, and inexhaustible
resources
Local natural resources: limestone, granite,
soil, and water aquifer

C. Solar System
The sun

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Identify that the surface of the earth can be
changed by forces, such as earthquakes and
glaciers.

B. Identify and describe the importance of
earth’s materials, including rocks, soil, water,
and gases in the atmosphere in the local area
and classify them as renewable,
nonrenewable, and inexhaustible resources.
Identify and record properties of soil, such as
color and texture, capacity to retain water,
and ability to support the growth of plants.

C. Identify the planets in our solar system and
their position in relation to the sun.
Describe the characteristics of the sun.



II. Content Standard: Geography
The student will understand how the physical environment affects the lives of individuals
within communities.

I. Content Standard: History
The student will understand how people have contributed to the development and
expansion of communities.
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Performance Standards:
A. Describe how individuals, events, and ideas influence the history of

communities.
B. Identify the common characteristics of communities and compare the ways

people in the communities meet their needs.
C. Use vocabulary related to time and chronology; create and interpret timelines.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. Variations in the physical environment of
selected places and regions, including:

• climate
• landforms
• natural resources
• natural hazards

B. Ways people in different communities adapt
to or modify the physical environment:

• clearing land for crops
• building roads
• mining
• irrigating crops
• building dams

C. Effects of physical processes, such as:
• erosion 
• tornadoes
• floods
• earthquakes

Effects of human processes, such as:
• pollution
• construction 
• overuse of natural resources

D. Human characteristics of regions, including: 
• types of homes people build
• ways they earn a living
• games children play
• their religious beliefs
• languages they speak
• their ethnicity
• the daily schedule they follow
• foods they eat
• how they govern themselves

E. How to use cardinal and intermediate
directions to locate places on maps and
globes
How to use scale to determine the distance
between places on maps and globes
How to locate places on maps and globes
using the following map elements: 

• compass rose
• grid
• symbols 

Map elements, including:
• title
• compass rose 
• legend/key
• scale
• grid system

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Describe and explain variations in the
physical environment of places and regions.

B. Compare how people in different
communities adapt to or modify the physical
environment.

C. Describe the effects of physical and human
processes in shaping the landscape.

D. Identify and compare the human
characteristics of regions.

E. Use cardinal and intermediate directions to
locate places on maps and globes.
Use a scale to determine the distance
between places on maps and globes.
Identify and use the compass rose, grid, and
symbols to locate places on maps 
and globes.
Draw maps of places and regions that
contain map elements.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. How individuals, events, and ideas have
changed communities over time
Individuals who have helped shape
communities, such as Pierre-Charles
L’Enfant
Individuals and groups who have contributed
to the expansion of existing communities or
to the creation of new communities, such as:

• Christopher Columbus
• Merriwether Lewis
• William Clark
• Sacajawea
• colonists and pioneers

B. Reasons communities were formed, including
need for:

• material well-being
• security
• law

Ways in which people in the local
community and communities around the
world (over time and in the present) meet
their needs for:

• government
• education
• communication
• transportation
• recreation  

C. Meanings of vocabulary words, including:
• ancient times / modern times
• past / present / future
• years / decades / centuries 

Elements of a timeline
A timeline is a chronological listing of events
Arranging the events in order helps to:

• clarify the sequence in which the events 
occurred

• indicate cause and effect relationships
Significant historical events

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Describe how individuals, events, and ideas
have changed communities over time.
Identify individuals who have helped shape
communities. 
Analyze how individuals and groups have
contributed to the expansion of existing
communities or to the creation of new
communities.

B. Identify reasons communities were formed.
Compare the ways in which people in the
local community and communities around
the world meet their needs.

C. Use vocabulary related to time and
chronology.
Construct and interpret a timeline of
significant historical events.
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Performance Standards:
A. Describe and explain variations in the physical environment.
B. Compare how people in different communities adapt to or modify the physical

environment.
C. Describe the effects of physical and human processes in shaping the

landscape.
D. Identify and compare the human characteristics of selected regions. 
E. Apply concepts of location, distance, and direction to maps and globes; create

maps.



III. Content Standard: Economics
The student will understand how businesses operate in a free enterprise system.

IV. Content Standard: Government
The student will understand the basic structure and purpose of local government.
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Performance Standards:
A. Explain the purposes of earning, spending, and saving money.
B. Explain the impact of scarcity on the production, distribution, and

consumption of goods and services within and among communities and the
concept of a free market.

C. Explain how simple business operates, how supply and demand affect price,
and how cost of production and selling price affect profits.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. Ways of earning, spending, and saving money
Simple budget that allocates money for
spending and saving

B. Examples of scarcity
The impact of scarcity on the production,
distribution, and consumption of goods and
services
The impact of scarcity on interdependence
within and among communities
The concept of a free market: 

• individuals control production and 
distribution resources 

• decisions are made based on the market in 
which they function

C. Examples of how a simple business operates
How supply and demand affect the price of a
good or service
How the cost of production and selling price
affect profit
Examples of successful entrepreneurs, such
as:

• Henry Ford 
• local business owners

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Define and identify ways of earning,
spending, and saving money.
Analyze a simple budget that allocates money
for spending and saving.

B. Define and identify examples of scarcity.
Explain the impact of scarcity on the
production, distribution, and consumption of
goods and services.
Explain the impact of scarcity on
interdependence within and among
communities.
Explain the concept of a free market.

C. Give examples of how a simple business
operates. 
Explain how supply and demand affect the
price of a good or service. 
Explain how the cost of production and
selling price affect profits. 
Identify successful entrepreneurs who have
started new businesses.

Performance Standards:
A. Describe the basic structure of our local government.
B. Identify services commonly provided by local governments and explain how

they are financed.
C. Identify roles of local government officials and explain how officials are

chosen.
D. Explain the importance of the consent of the governed to the functions of

local government.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. The basic structures of our city government:
• mayor
• city manager
• city council

The purpose of our city government,
including services commonly provided

B. Services provided by the local government,
such as:

• police protection
• fire stations
• public transportation

Primary methods for financing these
services:

• taxes
• fees

Benefits of these services to the community:
• safety
• security
• accessible transportation

C. Roles of local government officials,
including:

• mayor
• city manager
• city council members

How local officials are chosen:
• elected
• appointed

D. Definition of “consent of the governed”
• people agree to establish and abide by a 

government
• they consent to be governed giving 

elected officials the right to make and 
carry out laws

• leaders can lose the consent of the 
governed by not doing a good job and 
not being reelected

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Explain the basic structure of our city
government.
Explain the purpose of our city government.

B. Identify services provided by the local
government.
Explain how these services are financed.
Describe the benefits of services provided by
the local government.

C. Identify local government officials and
explain their roles.
Explain how local government officials are
chosen.

D. Explain the importance of the consent of the
governed to the functions of local
government.



VI. Content Standard: Culture
The student will understand how cultures influence communities.

VII. Content Standard: Science and Technology
The student will understand how scientific discoveries and technological advancement
have affected the way people live.

V. Content Standard: Citizenship
The student will understand the impact of individuals on the community and nation.
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Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. Scientists and inventors who have created or
invented new technology, such as:

• Louis Pasteur (pasteurization)
• Cyrus McCormick (mechanical reaper)
• Louis Daguerre (photography)
• Jonas Salk (polio vaccine)

B. How advances in photography, farm
equipment, pasteurization, and medical 
vaccines impacted communities around the
world 

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Identify scientists and inventors who have
created or invented new technology.

B. Identify the impact of new technology in
photography, farm equipment,
pasteurization, and medical vaccines on
communities around the world.

Performance Standards:
A. Explain the significance of and compare selected ethnic and/or cultural

celebrations in Texas, the United States, and other nations.
B. Describe the role of real and mythical heroes in shaping the culture of

communities, the state, and the nation.
C. Identify and explain significance of selected stories, poems, statues, paintings,

and other examples of cultural heritage to communities around the world.

Performance Standards:
A. Identify scientists and inventors who have created or invented new

technology.
B. Identify the impact of new technology on communities around the world. 

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. Characteristics of good citizenship, such as
belief in:

• justice
• truth
• equality
• responsibility for the common good 

Selected individuals in our community and
nation (past and present) who have
exemplified good citizenship
Ordinary citizens, such as:

• school namesake (as appropriate)
• Raul Jimenez
• NISD Pillars of Character

Examples of notable individuals who have
had an impact on our nation, such as:

• Lady Bird Johnson
• Helen Keller
• Jane Addams
• Harriet Tubman 
• César Chávez

The importance of acts of civic
responsibility, including:

• obeying laws 
• voting

B. Examples of actions individuals and groups
can take to improve the community
Examples of community changes that result
from individual or group decisions
How nonprofit and/or civic organizations,
such as the Red Cross, serve the common
good 

C. Benefits of community service to self and
others

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Identify characteristics of good citizenship.
Identify past and present day citizens who
have exemplified good citizenship.
Research the lives of notable individuals who
have exemplified good citizenship.
Identify and explain the importance of acts
of civic responsibility.

B. Identify examples of actions individuals and
groups can take to improve the community.
Identify examples of community changes
that result from individual or group
decisions.
Identify examples of nonprofit and/or civic
organizations and explain how they serve the
common good.

C. Participate in a community service and/or
school project and explain the following:

• project plan and purpose
• who benefits from the project
• student’s contribution(s) to the project
• self-reflection

Performance Standards:
A. Identify characteristics of good citizenship as exemplified by historic figures

and ordinary people and explain the importance of civic responsibility.
B. Give examples of community changes resulting from individual or group

decisions, identify actions individuals and groups can take to improve the
community, and describe how nonprofit organizations serve the common
good. 

C. Demonstrate individual responsibilities through participation in a
community/school project. Essential & Enduring Knowledge

(What the student must know…)
A. The significance of ethnic and/or cultural

celebrations in Texas, the United States, and
other nations, such as:

• St. Patrick’s Day
• Cinco de Mayo
• Texas Folklife Festival 
• Poteet Strawberry Festival
• Wurstfest
• other local community celebrations

Different ethnic and/or cultural celebrations
in Texas, the United States, and other nations

B. Role of real and mythical heroes in shaping
the culture of communities, the state, and the
nation
Real heroes, such as:

• Davy Crockett
• Daniel Boone

Fictional characters, such as:
• Robinson Crusoe
• Pecos Bill 
• Paul Bunyan

C. Significance of stories, poems, statues,
paintings, and other examples of cultural
heritage to communities around the world

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Explain the significance of ethnic and/or
cultural celebrations in Texas, the United
States, and other nations.
Compare ethnic and/or cultural celebrations
in Texas, the United States, and other nations.

B. Describe the role of real and mythical heroes
in shaping the culture of communities, the
state, and the nation.

C. Identify and explain significance of stories,
poems, statues, paintings, and other examples
of cultural heritage to communities around
the world.



VIII. Content Standard: Social Studies Skills
The student will understand that critical thinking, problem-solving, decision-making, and communication skills form an organized, working knowledge of social studies.
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Performance Standards:
A. Access, interpret, organize, and apply information gathered from a variety of sources.
B. Communicate ideas effectively in written, oral, and visual forms.
C. Apply problem-solving and decision-making processes.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

A. How to obtain information, including
historical and geographic data about the
community, using a variety of sources, such
as:

• textbooks
• biographies
• reference books
• oral sources, such as interviews
• visual materials, including pictures and 

maps
• timelines
• electronic technology

How to sequence and categorize information
How to interpret information by:

• identifying main idea
• comparing and contrasting
• identifying cause and effect relationships

How to use the various parts of a source to
locate information, including: 

• table of contents
• glossary
• index
• computer searches 

How to interpret and create visuals,
including:

• graphs
• charts
• tables
• timelines
• illustrations
• maps
• graphic organizers/thinking maps 

How to interpret maps and graphs
B. How to express ideas orally based on

knowledge and experiences
How to create written and visual material,
such as: 

• stories
• poems
• maps
• journal entries
• reports
• illustrations
• maps
• graphic organizers

Standard grammar, spelling, sentence
structure and punctuation:

• journal entries
• reports
• illustrations
• maps
• graphic organizers

Standard grammar, spelling, sentence
structure, and punctuation

C. Problem-solving steps:
• identify problem
• gather information
• list and consider options
• consider advantages/disadvantages
• choose and implement a solution
• evaluate the effectiveness of the solution

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)

A. Obtain information using a variety of
sources, such as:

• electronic technology
• interviews
• biographies
• print materials 
• visual materials, including pictures, maps, 

and timelines
• artifacts

Sequence and categorize information.
Interpret oral, visual, and print material. 
Use various parts of a source to locate
information.
Interpret and create visuals.
Interpret social studies information using
appropriate mathematical skills.

B. Express ideas orally based on knowledge and
experiences.
Create written and visual material to express
ideas.
Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence
structure, and punctuation.

C. Apply problem-solving and decision-making
processes.

Essential & Enduring Knowledge
(What the student must know…)

C., cont.
Decision-making steps:

• identify a situation that requires a 
decision

• gather information
• identify options
• predict consequences
• take action to implement a decision

Essential Skills
(What the student must do…)


