Mister E. Us
(Mysterious)


Hello.  I’m the Mystery Man.  I plan on trying to persuade you to name the new Northside Independent School District high school after me.  The only problem is you don’t know who I am.  I hope that you can figure out who I am by the end of my story.  


In 1970, I was nominated by President Nixon to the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, and I was confirmed by the Senate on October 14.  In 1975, I was nominated as Associate Justice by President Ford, and I was confirmed by the Senate on December 17.  It was a 98-0 vote.  Talk about majority.  But that’s later on.  Let me start from the beginning.


I was born on April 20, 1920, in Chicago, Illinois.  My parents, Ernest James and Elizabeth Street, had four sons, and I was the youngest.  My first wife, Elizabeth Jane Sheeren, and I were wed in June of 1942, but our love went sour, and we were divorced in 1979.  I remarried in December of that year to Maryan Mulholland Simon. Over the years, I’ve had four children:  Jon Joseph, Kathryn Stevens Jedlicka, Elizabeth Jane, and  Susan Roberta.  But enough of that!  Let me give a few reasons why I believe the school should be named after me.


Following the footsteps of my father and brothers, I went to the University of Chicago Laboratory School. I earned an A.B. in English Literature in 1941. I joined the Psi Upsilon fraternity and graduated Phi Beta Kappa.  I earned the university’s highest honors for scholarship and campus activities.  I then decided to study law at Northwestern University.  I graduated at the top of my class in 1947.  As a matter of fact, I had the highest grades in the school’s history!  I became the editor-in-chief for the “Illinois Law Review,” a member of the order of Coif, and a member of Phi Delta Phi.  That’s a lot of work.  As you can see, I worked very hard in school, and I would like to have a school named after me.  I would be extremely proud to see others working as hard as I have done in the past…but I still haven’t given my name.


In 1951, I started my own law firm and quickly earned a reputation as a respectable and talented lawyer.  Also that year, I studied monopoly power while serving as Associate Counsel for the House of Representatives subcommittee.  I then decided to study antitrust laws from 1953-1955 as a member of the Attorney General’s committee.  I was named “general counsel” to an Illinois commission investigating state Supreme Court Justices in 1969, due to my “competence and integrity.”  As you can see, I’ve spent many years of my life researching for the benefit of myself and my country.


I find myself to be a problem solver, not a “crusader.”  I’m sometimes considered the most “practical” and “down-to-earth” justice.  For example, in 1992, I decided to write an opinion on the Cipollone v. Liggett Group, Inc. in which the court voted, by 7-2, that “Cigarette manufacturers could be sued if understating products liability laws, particularly those grounded charges of fraud or misrepresentation about the dangers of cigarette smoking.”  The Ligget Group announced a settlement in twenty-two states to cover Medicaid costs.  As you can see, I’ve worked hard to protect you from the dangers of cigarettes an tobacco.

Well, I’ve given you a lot of important information which gives me political significance.  Have you figured out who I am yet?  That’s right.  My name is John Paul Stevens!









Dane G.





EM Pease 8th grade   student
