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[image: image1.emf]Project Name: Schools Around the World
Grade Level: Second
Content Area: Language Arts
Content Skill: Analysis
Content Standards: III. F, G, I-Comprehension, Critical Reading 

and Vocabulary

Technology Standards:  VIII. C
Software Application Used: Inspiration
Materials Needed: Schools Around the World by Donald Mitchel (a Steck-Vaughn Pair-It Book), Inspiration, Internet 

LoTi Level: 3
Prerequisites: Knowledge and experience with double bubble maps, Awareness of different cultures and countries
Estimated time for completing projects: Five school days
Description of project: 

1. Read the book Schools Around the World.

2. Find the countries represented in the book on the globe. 

3. Build background knowledge of the countries represented in the book by researching countries on www.yahooligans.com. (Suggestion: Break students into small groups, with each group researching a particular country.)

4. Students read selections found. Have group discussion to check for understanding (comparing and contrasting, and analyzing photographs)

5. Divide students into cooperative learning groups to analyze and categorize one country’s school with their own school using the double bubble map on Inspiration.

6. Group presentation of their findings.

7. Extension #1 – Students use digital cameras to take pictures to document what happens at their school. They publish these photos in a brochure or slide show telling about their school.

8. Extension #2 - Class creates a survey for students around the world to find about other schools. Use a collaboration web site (http://www.epals.com/projects/ - teacher sets up account and checks it OR http://www.teaching.com/IECC/survey/ - teacher use only, as may have inappropriate material for 2nd grade students) to get results, then repeat number 5 as a whole class. 

Student Sample
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We both learn 


about math, 


science, social 


studies, music, 


and PE.


School in 


Japan


They learn 


Japanese, home 


economics, and 


crafts.


We learn art, 


English, and 


computers. 


We have 22 


kids in a 


class.


They have 


30 kids in a 


class.


We both have Field 


Day. 


We start school 


when we're 5 in 


kinder or 4 in pre-


k.


In Japan, kids 


start school the 


April after they 


turn 6.


We both go to 


elementary 


school for 6 


years.


Each day the 


students clean the 


rooms, halls, 


bathrooms, and 


yards of their own 


school.


Our custodians 


clean the rooms, 


halls, and 


bathrooms of 


our school.




Our School We both learn  about math,  science, social  studies, music,  and PE. School in  Japan They learn  Japanese, home  economics, and  crafts. We learn art,  English, and  computers.  We have 22  kids in a  class. They have  30 kids in a  class. We both have Field  Day.  We start school  when we're 5 in  kinder or 4 in pre- k.In Japan, kids  start school the  April after they  turn 6. We both go to  elementary  school for 6  years. Each day the  students clean the  rooms, halls,  bathrooms, and  yards of their own  school. Our custodians  clean the rooms,  halls, and  bathrooms of  our school.
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