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Grade Level:  4th
Content Area:  Social Studies, Language Arts

Content Skill:  Comparing/contrasting tribes of Texas

Content Standards:  SS I.A, LA VI.B

Technology Standards:  II.C

Software Application Used: Microsoft Word
Materials Needed: copy of Texas Tribes template (this may be saved onto a student shared folder prior to the lesson), Social Studies textbooks.  

LoTi Level:  3
Estimated time for completing projects:  Part 1 – 1 hour, Part 2 – 1.5 hours
Prerequisites:  

Students should have already read and discussed information about the Caddo, Karankawa, Jumano, and Comanche peoples.  

Familiarity with Microsoft Word: 

· Inserting Clipart.

· Resizing Clipart.

Description of project: 


Part 1 - Students will…

· Open a copy of the Texas Tribes template.  

· Enter text about each tribe into the appropriate place on the chart.  (It may be helpful to allow students to use their textbooks)

· Insert at least 4 appropriate clip art pictures onto the chart.

· Resize the clip art to fit inside the chart (if needed).

Part 2 – Students will…

· Analyze the chart by answering the questions at the bottom of the template.  (Students can type their answers to questions 1 – 3 directly on the template, or they may write their answers to all of the questions on a separate sheet of paper in class).   

Student Sample

	TEXAS TRIBES

	Name of Tribe
	Region of Texas
	Interesting Facts
	Homes
	Food
	Leadership or Government

	Caddo
	Coastal Plains


	The word Texas comes from the Caddo word for friend.
	Their houses looked like bee-hives.  They had wooden frames that were covered with grass.
	They grew their own crops. [image: image1.wmf]
	They were part of a confederacy that worked together to help everyone.

	Karankawa
	[image: image5.emf]Coastal Plains
	They built canoes that could hold their whole families.  
	They had houses made of grass and animal skins.  They moved a lot and carried their houses with them.
	They ate fish and shellfish.
	A chief was the leader over each village.

	Jumano
	Mountains and Basins
	They boiled stones in a gourd to heat up their food.  
	They built adobe houses.  [image: image2.wmf]
	They grew their own crops, such as corn, squash, and beans.  They traded these for buffalo meat.  
	They lived in many villages.  Each village had its own leader.

	Comanche
	Great Plains
	They were great horse back riders.  
	They lived in tepees.

[image: image3.wmf]
	They hunted and followed the buffalo.  
	They traveled in bands that had a leader.  A war chief was leader over all the bands.


1. What similarities do you notice among the tribes?  


They had to make everything by themselves.  They made their own homes, food, and clothing.  All of the groups had some kind of a leader over them.  

2. 
If you could have lived in one of these tribes, which one would you have picked?  Why?  


I would like to live in the Comanche tribe.  I think I would like to live in a tepee because I enjoy camping.  In boy scouts, we built a tepee and spent the night in it.  It was fun.  I also think it would be exciting to ride horses and hunt buffalos.  

3. What was life like for the native Texans?  


I think their lives were very hard.  They had to make everything by themselves.  They couldn’t buy what they needed at a store.  It was hard for them to live in the winter because the weather was cold.  Sometimes, they had to fight other tribes.  Some of the tribes became got diseases.  

4. 
Pick any two of the tribes, and write about their similarities & differences.   Use a separate sheet of paper.  
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