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Computer Specifications

You can find out more information about Northside Independent School District (NISD) issued laptops and updates to this student handbook at:
www.nisd.net/technology/laptop
Terms of the Loan

Terms:   
You will select one of the insurance/security options on the signed STUDENT/PARENT LAPTOP AGREEMENT.  You will remit your fees and/or deposits on or before taking possession of the property.


You will comply at all times with the NISD STUDENT/PARENT LAPTOP AGREEMENT.  Any failure to comply ends your rights of possession effective immediately.

Title:
Legal title to the property is in NISD and shall at all times remain in NISD.  Your right of possession and use is limited to and conditional on your full and complete compliance with the STUDENT/PARENT LAPTOP AGREEMENT.  


The student in whose name a system account and/or computer hardware are issued will be responsible at all times for its appropriate care and acceptable use.

Liability:
If the property is not timely returned, is damaged, lost or stolen, you are responsible for the reasonable cost of repair or the replacement value on the date of the loss.  In the case of theft, a police report must be filed with the NISD police and the police department in the jurisdiction where the theft occurred.  If the laptop is lost because of a negligent or deliberate action not covered by insurance, you are responsible for the entire replacement costs.  The maximum amount for which you will be liable is $1,075.   

 Repossession:  
If you do not timely and fully comply with all terms of this agreement and the STUDENT/PARENT LAPTOP AGREEMENT, NISD has the right to come to your home or place of residence to pick up the property.

District Insurance

For a $45 premium payment, insurance is available through NISD for student laptop computers.

· With insurance, parents are responsible for the $100.00 deductible per incident or claim.

· Insurance only protects in certain events that occur at home, school, or on the road.

· In case of theft, vandalism, and other criminal acts, a police report MUST be filed by the student or parent with the NISD police and the police department in the jurisdiction where the theft occurred.
· The deductible must be paid and the police report filed BEFORE the laptop can be replaced.

· Student and parents are responsible for full payment of damages or losses NOT covered by insurance.

Table of Estimated Pricing for Various Repairs
	
	Personal Insurance, or No Insurance
	With District Insurance

	Broken Screen (LCD)
	$300
	$100 deductible

	Damaged Keyboard
	$20
	$20

	Damaged/Lost Power Adapter
	$30
	$30

	Damaged/Lost Battery
	$75 5-hr/$40 4-hr
	$75 5-hr/$40 4-hr

	Damaged/Lost or Stolen Laptop
	$1,075
	$100 deductible

	Re-image of Hard Drive due to violation of Acceptable Use Policy
	$15
	$15

	Backpack or Laptop Case
	$45
	$45


The costs of any other parts needed for repairs will be based on the manufacturer’s current price list.
Annual Fees and/or Deposits


Annual Use Fee


You will pay a $15 annual use fee.  This fee covers the original imaging of the system, original installation of NISD software, and distribution process.  This fee is not refundable and must be paid at the beginning of EACH school year.

Option 1:  Insurance Fee

Those students and parents who choose the option of utilizing NISD provided insurance for the laptops will pay a $45 insurance fee.  This fee is not refundable and must be paid at the beginning of each school year.

Option 2:  Security Deposit/Providing Own Insurance

For those students and parents who choose NOT to utilize the NISD provided insurance for the laptops will pay and continually maintain a $200 security deposit toward any computer repairs that are needed in the future.  This $200 deposit will carry over for the next school year, and can only be returned upon withdrawing from NISD and returning the equipment.  If using personal insurance, proof must be provided.

    Chart of Payments by Student/Parent Choosing NISD Insurance

	New Student
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4

	$15 Annual Use Fee
	$15 Annual Use Fee
	$15 Annual Use Fee
	$15 Annual Use Fee

	$45 Annual Use Fee
	$45 Annual Use Fee
	$45 Annual Use Fee
	$45 Annual Use Fee

	$60 Total
	$60 Total
	$60 Total
	$60 Total


Chart of Payments by Student/Parent Providing Own Insurance
(Must show proof of insurance)
	New Student
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4

	$15 Annual Use Fee
	$15 Annual Use Fee
	$15 Annual Use Fee
	$15 Annual Use Fee

	$200 Security Deposit
	(deposit carries over)
	(deposit carries over)
	(deposit carries over)

	$215 Total
	$15 Total
	$15 Total
	$15 Total


NISD encourages students and parents to choose the NISD Insurance option.  Students and parents are still responsible for payments for repairs up to $100 deductible…but most times one instance of needed repair can result in a savings for the family.  Without District insurance the student and parent are responsible for the FULL cost of any repair, loss or damage.
ALL REPAIRS MUST BE PERFORMED BY NISD TECHNOLOGY SERVICES PERSONNEL

Use of Desktops and Laptops on the Network
Northside ISD is committed to the importance of a student being able to continue with his/her work when his/her laptop is experiencing problems.  To assist with this problem the district is providing the following:

Network Student Storage

The students will have network storage with a unique student login.  Students are expected to save important items in this space that they can access from anywhere on the network.

Classroom Desktops

The district has two desktop computers in the classroom.  These computers can be used by students if they do not have their laptop.  They will be able to access their saved work in their student storage network space.

No Loaning or Borrowing Laptops

Do NOT loan laptops to other students.  Do NOT borrow a laptop from another student.  Do NOT share password or usernames with others.
General Laptop Rules

Screensavers/Wallpapers

· The laptop will come equipped with a District-standard screensaver and wallpaper, which will not be modified.

· Power-on passwords are not to be used.

· There is a $15 reimaging charge to get rid of any of the above.

Sound

· Sound will be muted at all times unless permission is obtained from the teacher for instructional purposes.

· No headphones except for instructional purposes

Deleting Files
· Do not delete any folders or files that you did not create or that you do not recognize.  Deletion of certain files will result in a computer failure and will interfere with your ability to complete class work and may affect your grades.

· There is a $15 reimaging charge to correct system files.

Music, Games, or Programs

· Unauthorized music, videos and games shall not be downloaded or installed.  This is a violation of the AUP and may be a violation of copyright laws.

· All software loaded on the system must be District approved.

· There is a $15 reimaging charge to get rid of any unapproved or illegal software or files.

No Loaning or Borrowing Laptops
· Do NOT loan laptops to other students.

· Do NOT borrow a laptop from another student.

· Do NOT share passwords or usernames.

· Do NOT leave laptops unattended.

Batteries

· Students are responsible for bringing laptop batteries fully charged on a daily basis.
· Do not loan batteries to other students.

S

Student and Parent Agreement for the Acceptable Use of the District’s Electronic Communications System

Students may be given access to the District's electronic communications system for educational purposes. The electronic communications system is defined as the District’s network, servers, computer workstations, laptops, peripherals, applications, databases, library catalog, online resources, Internet access, email, and any other technology designated for use by the District for students.  

With this educational opportunity comes responsibility. It is important that students and parents read the Northside ISD Administrative Regulation for Acceptable Use (TEC-01) and Addendum #1 of the Student-Parent Handbook, and then ask any questions if you need help understanding them. Inappropriate system use of the District’s electronic communications system will result in the consequences below, including revocation of enrollment at Business Careers High School.

Please acknowledge receipt and understanding of these items found in Addendum #1 of the Student-Parent Handbook by completing and returning the Notice of Acknowledgement and Agreement Form in the back of the Student-Parent Handbook.  This form must be received before a student can be given access to the system.
Please note that Internet access is part of the District’s electronic communications systems.  The Internet is a network of many types of communication and information networks, which are used frequently in classroom assignments and include access to library materials and purchased online databases. Some material accessible via the Internet may contain content that is illegal, inaccurate, or potentially offensive to students (or their parents).  It is possible for students to access (accidentally or otherwise) these areas of content.  While the District uses filtering technology and protection measures to restrict access to such material, it is not possible to absolutely prevent such access.  It will be each student’s responsibility to follow the rules for appropriate and acceptable use. 

SOME RULES FOR APPROPRIATE USE 

Refer to the Administrative Regulation for Acceptable Use in the back of the Student-Parent Handbook for more information.

· Students must only open, view, modify, and delete their own computer files, unless they have specific permission from a teacher or staff member to do otherwise.

· Internet use at school must be directly related to school assignments and projects.

· Students may be assigned individual accounts to District resources and must use only those accounts and passwords that they have been granted permission by the District to use.  All account activity should be for educational purposes only. 

· Students are responsible at all times for their use of the District’s electronic communications system and must assume personal responsibility to behave ethically and responsibly, even when technology provides them the freedom to do otherwise.  

· Students must only use the District approved email system.

· Students are responsible to ensure all content on their laptop, removable media, etc are compliant with the District’s Acceptable Use Policy and is legal.

· Students who identify or know about a security problem are expected to report the details to their teacher without discussing it with other students.

INAPPROPRIATE USES 

Refer to the Administrative Regulation for Acceptable Use in the back of the Student-Parent Handbook for more information.

· Using the District’s electronic communications system for illegal purposes (e.g. gambling, pornography, computer hacking).

· Disabling, bypassing, or attempting to disable or bypass any system monitoring, filtering or other security measures. 

· Sharing your username and password with others, borrowing someone else’s username (i.e. teacher or student), password or account access.

· Purposefully opening, viewing, using, or deleting files belonging to another system user without permission.

· Electronically posting personal information about yourself or others (i.e., addresses, phone numbers, pictures). 

· Downloading or plagiarizing copyrighted information without permission from the copyright holder. 

· Intentionally introducing a virus or other malicious programs onto the District’s system. 

· Electronically posting messages or accessing materials that are abusive, obscene, sexually oriented, threatening, harassing, damaging to another's reputation, or illegal. 

· Posting anonymous messages or unlawful information on the system.

· Wasting or abusing school resources through unauthorized system use (e.g. Internet gaming, downloading software, videos, music, pictures, etc, Internet streaming radio, music, videos, etc.).

· Using non-District approved communication systems (i.e. chat rooms, blogs, personal email, etc). 

· Gaining unauthorized access to restricted information or network resources. 

CONSEQUENCES FOR INAPPROPRIATE USE 

Refer to the Code of Student Conduct in the Student-Parent Handbook for more information.

· Suspension of access to the District’s electronic communications system; 
· Revocation of the District’s electronic communications system account(s); 
· Revocation of enrollment at Business Careers High School; and/or  
· Other appropriate disciplinary or legal action in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and applicable laws. 
NOTE: The student agreement to abide by these guidelines must be renewed each academic year. Also, District Policies and Administrative Regulations are included as an addendum to all handbooks for your review.

Student Code of Conduct – Misbehaviors & Consequences

Disciplinary consequences may include detention hall, parent conferences, in-school suspension or suspension.  Infractions which violate the Code of Student Conduct (see Student-Parent Handbook) could ultimately result in a hearing at Pupil Personnel with possible placement at the NISD Alternative High School.  All violations may result in a revocation of the student’s enrollment at Business Careers High School. 
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Unauthorized Access


 	(Board Policy CQ Local, CQ Legal, & Admin Reg TEC-01)


Access to another person’s account and or/computer without his/her consent or knowledge is considered hacking and is a violation of the AUP.


Transporting Laptops


Laptops must be transported in a district issued backpack or case.


Replacement backpacks or cases may be purchased for $45.


To prevent hard drive damage, laptops need to be shut down when not in use.








Texas Penal Code


§33.02.  Breach of computer security


A person commits an offense if the person knowingly accesses a computer, computer network, or computer system without the effective consent of the owner.


An offense under this section is a Class B misdemeanor unless in committing the offense the actor knowingly obtains a benefit, defrauds or harms another, or alters, damages, or deletes property, in which even the offense is:


a class A misdemeanor if the aggregate amount involved is less than $1,500


a state jail felony if


the aggregate amount involved is $1,500 or more but less than $20,000; or


the aggregate amount involved is less than $1,500 and the defendant has been previously convicted two or more times of an offense under this chapter;


a felony of the third degree if the aggregate amount involved is $20,000 or more but less than $100,000


a felony of the second degree if the aggregate amount involved is $100,000 or more but less than $200,000; or


a felony of the first degree if the aggregate amount involved is $200,000 or more.





A person who is subject to prosecution under this section and any other section of this code may be prosecuted under either or both sections.
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