Too Much Trash!!

Student Information Sheet

Introduction:

[image: image1.wmf]It has been a week and the school custodians have stopped picking up our classroom trash!  Now, we are wallowing in trash up to our ankles (in some cases our knees!!).  What if someone was not there to take your trash away every day?  What would you do with it?  Where does trash go?  How can you most effectively dispose of the trash you generate?

Procedure:

1. You will get into small cooperative groups of 4.  Each group member must take on one of the following four roles: Research Specialist, Data Entry Specialist, Presentation Specialist, Journal Recorder / Task Master

Research Specialist: Member responsible for coordinating use of Internet and library resources

Data Entry Specialist:  Member responsible for coordinating and keyboarding collection of data

Presentation Specialist:  Member responsible for coordinating presentation of action plan

Journal Recorder/Task Master: Member responsible for documenting group member participation and keeping all members on task

2. While working to solve this trash problem, your group will keep a journal.  Entries should be entered for every group meeting that document the contribution of every member and tasks accomplished at each session.

3. Your group will measure the classroom trash accumulation for the week and predict future accumulation trends.  You will document, organize and represent your data using MS Excel (spreadsheet).  Based on this information, your group should draw a conclusion and decide what steps to take next.

4. You may find the following Internet resources helpful while investigating the most effective way to dispose of the classroom trash. You may also want to contact experts in those fields.  Email contacts: Seek teacher approval before initiating contact with these experts.

5. Your group should organize the information you find on the Internet in a MS Access (database) or Inspiration web as you go along.  Use these programs to evaluate and compare the data you have found.  Your group should begin to form an action plan.

6. Your group should use their findings to reanalyze the classroom garbage and revisit and add on to your Excel data to represent your new findings and support your action plan.

7. Using all the information you have gathered, draw conclusions and form an action plan for our problem.

8. Come up with a way of presenting your group’s action plan for effectively disposing of the trash you generate.  What are the implications for both student and teacher behavior to make your action plan work?  Use video, MS PowerPoint, MS Excel, MS Access, Inspiration in presenting to your designated audience.
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