John Marshall High School

Home of the Fighting Rams
8000 Lobo Lane, San Antonio, Texas 78240
(210) 397-7100

Advanced English I Summer Reading 2023-2024

This summer, incoming Marshall High School Advanced English I students are expected to read a coming of
age novel. You may pick any novel from the list provided. This list is a suggestion. If you feel none of these
books are suitable for you, or you have another coming of age novel in mind, you may choose to read it instead
as long as it is not a Middle School book. We strongly recommend that you have your own physical copy of the
book so that you may make annotations directly in the text. Please bring this on the very first day of school.
Additional assignments in connection with the book will start promptly. The assignment is simply to read &

annotate your novel during the summer months. More guidance on annotating can be found at the end of
this doc.

Coming of Age Novel Choices
CHOOSE FROM THIS LIST OF TITLES FOR YOUR SUMMER READING
All of these novels are connected through the topic of “coming of age.”
Please contact Brandi Benson, English Coordinator, with any questions, brandi.benson @nisd.net.
* Scythe, Neal Shusterman * Mexican WhiteBoy, Matt De La Pena
* Turtles All the Way Down, John Green + American Street, Ibi Zoboi
* The Chocolate War, Robert Cormier * On the Come Up. Angie Thomas
+ A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, Betty Smith + The Fountains of Silence, Ruta Septys
* The Boy in the Black Suit, Jason Reynolds + Fangirl, Rainbow Rowell
* People Like Us, Dana Mele * Purple Hibiscus, Chimamanda Adichie
+ Eleanor and Park, Rainbow Rowell +All the Light We Cannot See. Anthony Doerr
* The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time * Dreamland, Sarah Dessen
Indian, Sherman Alexie * Mistborn, Brandon Sanderson
* The Secret Life of Bees, Sue Monk Kidd * Queen of the Tearling, Erika Johansen
* Dear Evan Hansen, Val Emmich + With the Fire on High, Elizabeth Acevedo
* I’'m Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter, * The Girl Who Chased the Moon, Sarah
Erika Sanchez Addison Allen
« Bruiser. Neal Shusterman * The Children of Blood and Bone, Tomy
» Pride, Ibi Zoboi Adeyemi
- Payback Time, Carl Deuker + Safe Harbour, Christina Kilbourne
- Gym Candy, Carl Deuker * Game, Walter Dean Myers
« Qut of Nowhere. Maria Padian * The Red Pencil, Andrea Pinkney
+ A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder. Holly Jackson + Keeper, Mal Peet
* The Necessary Hunger, Nina Revoyr * The Cheerleaders, Kara Thomas



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxBV0tAR5Ew
https://www.amazon.com/Scythe-Arc-Neal-Shusterman/dp/144247243X/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=scythe&qid=1620912849&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Turtles-All-Down-John-Green/dp/0525555374/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3T2PQ509R6W1K&dchild=1&keywords=turtles+all+the+way+down&qid=1620912891&sprefix=turtles+all+the+way%2Caps%2C170&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Chocolate-War-Robert-Cormier/dp/0375829873/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+chocolate+war&qid=1620912914&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Brooklyn-Harper-Perennial-Modern-Classics/dp/0061120073/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=a+tree+grows+in+brooklyn&qid=1620912936&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Black-Suit-Jason-Reynolds/dp/1442459514/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+boy+in+the+black+suit&qid=1620912961&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/People-Like-Us-Dana-Mele/dp/1524741701/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=people+like+us&qid=1620912977&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Eleanor-Park-Rainbow-Rowell/dp/1250012570/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Eleanor+and+park&qid=1620913047&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Absolutely-True-Diary-Part-Time-Indian/dp/0316013692/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1L31CRDBJFRDW&dchild=1&keywords=the+absolute+true+diary+of+a+part+time+indian&qid=1620913069&sprefix=The+absolute+tru%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Absolutely-True-Diary-Part-Time-Indian/dp/0316013692/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1L31CRDBJFRDW&dchild=1&keywords=the+absolute+true+diary+of+a+part+time+indian&qid=1620913069&sprefix=The+absolute+tru%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Secret-Life-Bees-Monk-Kidd/dp/0142001740/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=secret+life+of+bees&qid=1620913088&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Dear-Evan-Hansen-Val-Emmich/dp/0316420239/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=dear+evan+hansen&qid=1620913106&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Not-Your-Perfect-Mexican-Daughter/dp/1524700517/ref=sr_1_1?crid=11JIPTRF5OSQW&dchild=1&keywords=im+not+your+perfect+mexican+daughter&qid=1620913139&sprefix=im+not+you%2Caps%2C180&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bruiser-Neal-Shusterman/dp/0061134104/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=bruiser&qid=1620913159&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Pride-Ibi-Zoboi/dp/0062564056/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=pride&qid=1620913174&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/Payback-Time-Carl-Deuker/dp/0547577338/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=payback+time&qid=1620913193&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Gym-Candy-Carl-Deuker-audiobook/dp/B00DBG48XA/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=gym+candy&qid=1620913234&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Out-Nowhere-Maria-Padian/dp/0375865624/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=out+of+nowhere+maria+padian&qid=1620913277&s=audible&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Girls-Guide-Murder/dp/1984896393/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+good+girls+guide+to+murder&qid=1620913785&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Necessary-Hunger-Nina-Revoyr/dp/1617756695/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1620913295&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mexican-Whiteboy-MEXICAN-WHITEBOY-Paperback/dp/B00QPNKFMY/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=mexican+whiteboy&qid=1620913328&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/American-Street-Ibi-Zoboi/dp/0062473050/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=american+street&qid=1620913346&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Come-Up-Angie-Thomas/dp/0062498568/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3SOR8AZ35MDC4&dchild=1&keywords=on+the+come+up&qid=1620913365&s=books&sprefix=on+the+come+up%2Cstripbooks%2C179&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fountains-Silence-Ruta-Sepetys/dp/0142423637/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+fountains+of+silence&qid=1620913381&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fangirl-Novel-Rainbow-Rowell/dp/1250042615/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=fangirl&qid=1620913399&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Purple-Hibiscus-Chimamanda-Ngozi-Adichie/dp/1616202416/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=purple+hibiscus&qid=1620913419&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/All-Light-We-Cannot-See/dp/1501173219/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=all+the+light+we+cannot+see&qid=1620913440&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dreamland-Sarah-Dessen/dp/0142401757/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=dreamland&qid=1620913459&s=books&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/Mistborn-Final-Empire-Brandon-Sanderson/dp/0765377136/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=mistborn&qid=1620913513&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Queen-Tearling-Novel/dp/006229038X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=queen+of+the+tearling&qid=1620913549&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fire-High-Elizabeth-Acevedo/dp/006266283X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+fire+on+high&qid=1620913568&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Who-Chased-Moon-Novel/dp/0553385593/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+girl+who+chased+the+moon&qid=1620913596&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Children-Blood-Bone-Legacy-Orisha/dp/1250170974/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+children+of+blood+and+bone&qid=1620913616&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Safe-Harbour-Christina-Kilbourne/dp/1459745183/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=safe+harbour+kilbourne&qid=1620913643&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Game-Walter-Dean-Myers-2008-01-29/dp/B01FKTSBM4/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=game+walter+dean&qid=1620913690&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Red-Pencil-Andrea-Davis-Pinkney/dp/0316247820/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+red+pencil&qid=1620913706&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Keeper-Mal-Peet/dp/0763687464/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=keeper+mal+peet&qid=1620913744&s=books&sr=1-1

*all titles are hyperlinked on the electronic version to their Amazon page for quick access to a synopsis. Please
email brandi.benson @nisd.net or check the Marshall High School and/or Marshall Law & Medical Services
website for access to the PDF.

So how do | Annotate?

Annotating simply means to inferact with your
text. This looks like highlighting/ commenting on
important passages & asking questions of the text
as you read. To help you do this, we encourage you
to utilize the Fiction Signposts Strategy explained
below:

e The bookmark to the right outlines 6
different types of moments that reoccur in
fiction texts. You will find lots of these in
your books, and ALL are important! (Cut out
the bookmark below for a handy resource
while you read if you’d like)

e We highly recommend that you make note
in your books every time you encounter one
of these types of “moments”! Each moment
is paired with a question that you may
ask/answer to help you think deeply as you
read.

e Taking note of anything else you find
noteworthy is always encouraged as well. <

Once School Starts, be Prepared to:

® Engage in small group discussions about your
books with your peers and teacher

e Compose written responses that relate to
Signpost moments and other noteworthy ideas

e Review important literary analysis skills

e Passage analysis

A final note: Several minor grades & one major grade
will result from the work we do with your books in
class during these first few weeks. Thoughtful reading
over the summer sets you up for a successful start of the
year in Advanced English!

Notice: \ote

SIGNPOSTS YOU MIGHT NOTICE

Lontrasts & Lontradictions

‘When a character does something that contrasts
with what you'd expect or contradicts his earier
acts or statements, STOP and ask, "Why is the
character doing that?"

Aha Momemnt
When a character realizes, understands, or finally

figures out something, STOP and ask yourself,
“How might this change things?"

Tough OQuestons

question, STOP and ask yourself, “What does this
question make me wonder about?”

Words of the Wiser

‘When a character (probably of der and wiser) takes
the main character aside and offers seripus advice,
STOP and ask, "What's the life lesson and how
milght it affect the character?"

Agam & Agam

‘When you notice a word, phrase, or situation
mentioned over and over, STOP and ask yourself,
“Wihy does this keep happening again and again?”

Memory Moment

‘When the author interrupts the action to tell you
about a memory, STOP and ask yourself, "Why
might this memory be important?”
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