About the
Gifted & Talented
Program
Parent Awareness Slide Show

Hello!
I am Ada González,
Gifted and Talented and Enrichment
Specialist at Westwood Terrace
Elementary.
I am here to answer any questions
you may have about our ALPHA (GT)
program.

Dr. Bertie Kingore gives us insight into
how a high achiever, a gifted learner,
and a creative thinker are diﬀerent and
alike.

Kingore, B. (Spring 2004). High Achiever, Gifted Learner,
Creative Learner. Understanding Our Gifted.

Who Can Nominate?
●

Teachers

●

Counselor

●

Administrator

●

Parents

●

Peers

●

Self

Talk to your child’s teacher or directly to the
school GT Specialist.

Nomination deadlines:
2020-2021
Primary(1st & 2nd grades)October 9 & March 5
Intermediate (3rd, 4th, 5th grades)November 6 & February 26
Kinder- December 4

In Texas there is no standard set of criteria for the identification and placement of
GT learners , so each district sets its own. It stipulates, though, that both
quantitative and qualitative measures must be considered when considering a
student’s need for the GT program.
In Northside we use the following measures:

These are oﬀered in the student’s dominant language through professional translation or interpreters.

Quantitative measures
Iowa Achievement Test
●
●
●

measures reading
and math skills
standardized,
nationally normed
administered online

CogAT
●
●

(Kinder takes paper/pencil version)

●

may be taken every
year

●
●

measures cognitive
abilities
three categories:
verbal
quantitative
non-verbal
standardized,
nationally normed
administered online
(Kinder takes paper/pencil version)

●

may only be taken
every other year

Torrance (TTCT)
●
●
●

●
●

measures creativity
non-verbal
standardized,
nationally normed by
age
paper/pencil
administered only if
additionally data is
needed
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Iowa Achievement Test

Michael has 5 dogs. Each
dog has 4 legs. Which of
the following represents
the total number of legs?

Wanda graphe
d the inches
of snow over
weeks. How
8
many inches
of snow mos
likely fell durin
t
g week 7?

Level 5

Level 8

Read each sentence and choose the answer that completes the
sentence in a way that best describes what is happening in the
picture.
Level10

Level 10

Sample questions

CogAT
Choose one word from the answer choices that goes with the words on top in the same
way.

Can you find an answer choice that is related to the
picture on the bottom in the same way the two
pictures on top are related?

Figure out the rule and then choose
the number that comes next from the
answer choices below.

Choose the fourth figure that belongs in the empty box to
complete this puzzle.

Look at how the two pictures on top go together. The third picture on the bottom
must go with the fourth picture in the same way that the first two pictures go
together. Choose the fourth picture that belongs in the empty box to complete
this puzzle.

Sample questions

Torrance

Try to make each ﬁgure into something else. You can do whatever you want with
these. You can make them funny or beautiful. You can add words. You can use more
than one at a time- whatever you want. When you ﬁnish it, add an interesting title
to each ﬁgure. There is no right or wrong.

Qualitative measures

Both a parent and educator checklists are considered.

Parents are asked how often they observe behaviors associated with
giftedness on their child.
Teachers are asked to ﬁll out a very similar
checklist.

Checklists are scored and averaged
for a qualitative score.

Campus Selection Committee
The Texas State Plan for the Education of Gifted and Talented
students states that…
“Final determination of students’ need for gifted/talented
services is made by a committee of at least three (3) local
district or campus educators who have received training in
the nature and needs of gifted/talented students and who
have met and reviewed the individual student data.”

In Northside the Campus Selection Committee is formed by the school principal,
the school counselor, and the GT specialist. They work together to make
placement decisions.

Feel free to contact me if you have further
questions.
Ada Gonzalez
G/T Enrichment Specialist
Westwood Terrace 397-0300
adaliza.acostagonzalez@nisd.net

Other resources:

https://www.txgifted.org/

https://www.nagc.org/

