
AP/Dual/Honors English 4 
Summer Reading selections 

 
The following list contains titles and descriptions (courtesy of Amazon but you can find these titles 
everywhere, Half-Priced Books/Barnes and Noble/your parents and older siblings bookshelf).  
You only need to choose one to read for your summer reading. Don’t worry if there are a couple that 
appeal to you. We will reuse this list over the course of the year and you will have the opportunity to 
work with other titles 
 

Picture of Dorian Gray  Oscar Wilde 

In the wealthy and vain hedonist Dorian Gray, London painter Basil 
Hallward has found his muse. Only when the portrait of Dorian begins to 
age, while the man himself remains untouched by time, do they realize 
they may have made a deal with the devil. 
 
Oscar Wilde’s only novel takes a witty, philosophical, and harrowing look 
at our obsession with youth and the price we pay for it. 

 
 
 

Doctor Faustus  Christopher Marlowe 

One of the most durable myths in Western culture, the story of Faust tells of a learned German doctor 
who sells his soul to the devil in exchange for knowledge and power. Early 
enactments of Faust's damnation were often the raffish fare of clowns and low 
comedians. But the young Elizabethan playwright Christopher Marlowe 
(1564–1593) recognized in the story of Faust's temptation and fall the elements 
of tragedy. 
In his epic treatment of the Faust legend, Marlowe retains much of the rich 
phantasmagoria of its origins. There are florid visions of an enraged Lucifer, 
dueling angels, the Seven Deadly Sins, Faustus tormenting the Pope, and his 
summoning of the spirit of Alexander the Great. But the playwright created 
equally powerful scenes that invest the work with tragic dignity, among them the 
doomed man's calling upon Christ to save him and his ultimate rejection of 
salvation for the embrace of Helen of Troy. 

With immense poetic skill, and psychological insight that foreshadowed the later work of Shakespeare 
and the Jacobean playwrights, Marlowe created in Dr. Faustus one of the first true tragedies in 
English. Vividly dramatic, rich in poetic grandeur, this classic play remains a robust and lively 
exemplar of the glories of Elizabethan drama. 

 



 
 
 

The Awakening Kate Chopin Kate Chopin 

Kate Chopin's The Awakening is the story of Edna Pontellier and her 
struggle between her increasingly unorthodox views on femininity and 
motherhood with the prevailing attitudes of the American South at the start 
of the 20th century. 

Originally published in 1899, Kate Chopin's masterpiece is considered to 
be a landmark work of early feminism, as well as a precursor of American 
modernist literature. It is also considered to be among the first 
contributions to the "Southern" tradition of American literature, 
prefiguring the works of Faulkner, Flannery O'Connor, Eudora Welty, 
Katherine Anne Porter, and Tennessee Williams. 

 
 
 

Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad 

Heart of Darkness (1899) is a short novel by Polish novelist Joseph Conrad, written as a frame 
narrative, about Charles Marlow's experience as an ivory transporter down 
the Congo River in Central Africa. The river is "a mighty big river, that you 
could see on the map, resembling an immense snake uncoiled, with its head in 
the sea, its body at rest curving afar over a vast country, and its tail lost in the 
depths of the land". In the course of his travel in central Africa, Marlow 
becomes obsessed with Mr. Kurtz. The story is a complex exploration of the 
attitudes people hold on what constitutes a barbarian versus a civilized 
society and the attitudes on colonialism and racism that were part and parcel 
of European imperialism. Originally published as a three-part serial story, in 
Blackwood's Magazine, the novella Heart of Darkness has been variously 
published and translated into many languages. In 1998, the Modern Library 
ranked Heart of Darkness as the sixty-seventh of the hundred best novels in 
English of the twentieth century. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Scarlet Letter Nathanial Hawthorne Nathanial Hawthorne 

An "A" for "adultery" marks Hester Prynne as an outcast from the 
society of colonial Boston. Although forced by the puritanical town 
fathers to wear a bright red badge of shame, Hester steadfastly 
resists their efforts to discover the identity of her baby's father. The 
return of her long-absent spouse brings new pressure on the young 
mother, as the aggrieved husband undertakes a long-term plot to 
reveal Hester's partner in adultery and force him to share her 
disgrace. 
Masterful in its symbolism and compelling in its character studies, 
Nathaniel Hawthorne's tale of punishment and reconciliation 
examines the concepts of sin, guilt, and pride. The Scarlet Letter was 
published to immediate acclaim in 1850. Its timeless exploration of 
moral and spiritual issues, along with its philosophical and 
psychological insights, keep it ever relevant for students of American literature and lovers of fiction. 

 
 
 
 

Tale of Two Cities Charles Dickens Charles Dickens 

Novel by Charles Dickens, published both serially and in book form in 1859. The story is set in the late 
18th century against the background of the French Revolution. Although Dickens borrowed from 
Thomas Carlyle's history, The French Revolution, for his sprawling tale of London and revolutionary 

Paris, the novel offers more drama than accuracy. The scenes of 
large-scale mob violence are especially vivid, if superficial in historical 
understanding. The complex plot involves Sydney Carton's sacrifice of his 
own life on behalf of his friends Charles Darnay and Lucie Manette. While 
political events drive the story, Dickens takes a decidedly antipolitical tone, 
lambasting both aristocratic tyranny and revolutionary excess--the latter 
memorably caricatured in Madame Defarge, who knits beside the 
guillotine. The book is perhaps best known for its opening lines, "It was the 
best of times, it was the worst of times," and for Carton's last speech, in 
which he says of his replacing Darnay in a prison cell, "It is a far, far better 
thing that I do, than I have ever done; it is a far, far better rest that I go to, 
than I have ever known." -- The Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of 
Literature 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Pride and Prejudice  Jane Austen 

Pride and Prejudice is a novel of manners by Jane Austen, first published in 1813. The story follows the 
main character, Elizabeth Bennet, as she deals with issues of manners, upbringing, morality, 
education, and marriage in the society of the landed gentry of the British Regency. Elizabeth is the 
second of five daughters of a country gentleman living near the fictional town of Meryton in 
Hertfordshire, near London.Page 2 of a letter from Jane Austen to her 
sister Cassandra (11 June 1799) in which she first mentions Pride and 
Prejudice, using its working title First Impressions.Set in England in the 
early 19th century, Pride and Prejudice tells the story of Mr and Mrs 
Bennet's five unmarried daughters after the rich and eligible Mr Bingley 
and his status-conscious friend, Mr Darcy, have moved into their 
neighbourhood. While Bingley takes an immediate liking to the eldest 
Bennet daughter, Jane, Darcy has difficulty adapting to local society and 
repeatedly clashes with the second-eldest Bennet daughter, 
Elizabeth.Though Austen set the story at the turn of the 19th century, it 
retains a fascination for modern readers, continuing near the top of lists 
of "most loved books." It has become one of the most popular novels in 
English literature, selling over 20 million copies, and receives 
considerable attention from literary scholars. Modern interest in the book 
has resulted in a number of dramatic adaptations and an abundance of 
novels and stories imitating Austen's memorable characters or themes. 

 
 
 

Jane Eyre  Charlotte Bronte 

Jane Eyre (originally published as Jane Eyre: An Autobiography) is a 
novel by English writer Charlotte Brontë. It was published on 16 
October 1847, by Smith, Elder & Co. of London, England, under the 
pen name "Currer Bell." The first American edition was published the 
following year by Harper & Brothers of New York.Primarily of the 
bildungsroman genre, Jane Eyre follows the emotions and experiences 
of its title character, including her growth to adulthood, and her love 
for Mr. Rochester, the byronic master of fictitious Thornfield Hall. In 
its internalisation of the action—the focus is on the gradual unfolding 
of Jane's moral and spiritual sensibility, and all the events are 
coloured by a heightened intensity that was previously the domain of 
poetry—Jane Eyre revolutionised the art of fiction. Charlotte Brontë 
has been called the 'first historian of the private consciousness' and 
the literary ancestor of writers like Joyce and Proust. The novel 
contains elements of social criticism, with a strong sense of morality at 
its core, but is nonetheless a novel many consider ahead of its time 
given the individualistic character of Jane and the novel's exploration 
of classism, sexuality, religion, and proto-feminism. 

 



 
 

Macbeth   William Shakespeare 

Macbeth is a tragedy written by William Shakespeare, and is considered one of his darkest and most 
powerful works. Set in Scotland, the play dramatizes the corrosive psychological and political effects 
produced when evil is chosen as a way to fulfil the ambition for power.The play is believed to have 
been written between 1599 and 1606, and is most commonly dated 1606. The earliest account of a 
performance of what was probably Shakespeare's play is the Summer of 1606, when Simon Forman 
recorded seeing such a play at the Globe Theatre. It was first published in the Folio of 1623, possibly 
from a prompt book. It was most likely written during the reign of James I, who had been James VI of 
Scotland before he succeeded to the English throne in 1603. James was a patron of Shakespeare's 
acting company, and of all the plays Shakespeare wrote during 
James's reign, Macbeth most clearly reflects the playwright's 
relationship with the sovereign.Macbeth is Shakespeare's shortest 
tragedy, and tells the story of a brave Scottish general named 
Macbeth who receives a prophecy from a trio of witches that one 
day he will become King of Scotland. Consumed by ambition and 
spurred to action by his wife, Macbeth murders King Duncan and 
takes the throne for himself. He is then wracked with guilt and 
paranoia, and he soon becomes a tyrannical ruler as he is forced to 
commit more and more murders to protect himself from enmity and 
suspicion. The bloodbath and consequent civil war swiftly take 
Macbeth and Lady Macbeth into the realms of arrogance, madness, 
and death.Shakespeare's source for the tragedy is the account of 
Macbeth, King of Scotland, Macduff, and Duncan in Holinshed's 
Chronicles (1587), a history of England, Scotland, and Ireland 
familiar to Shakespeare and his contemporaries, although the 
events in the play differ extensively from the history of the real 
Macbeth. In recent scholarship, the events of the tragedy are usually associated more closely with the 
execution of Henry Garnett for complicity in the Gunpowder Plot of 1605.In the backstage world of 
theatre, some believe that the play is cursed, and will not mention its title aloud, referring to it instead 
as "the Scottish play". Over the course of many centuries, the play has attracted some of the most 
renowned actors to the roles of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. It has been adapted to film, television, 
opera, novels, comic books, and other media. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde  Robert Louis Stevenson 

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is the original title of a novella 
written by the Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson that was first 
published in 1886. The work is commonly known today as The Strange 
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, or simply 
Jekyll & Hyde. It is about a London lawyer named Gabriel John 
Utterson who investigates strange occurrences between his old friend, 
Dr. Henry Jekyll, and the evil Edward Hyde.The work is commonly 
associated with the rare mental condition often spuriously called "split 
personality", referred to in psychiatry as dissociative identity disorder, 
where within the same body there exists more than one distinct 
personality. In this case, there are two personalities within Dr Jekyll, 
one apparently good and the other evil. The novella's impact is such that 
it has become a part of the language, with the very phrase "Jekyll and 
Hyde" coming to mean a person who is vastly different in moral 
character from one situation to the next. 

 
 
 
 

Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood Margaret Atwood 

Margaret Atwood's popular dystopian novel The Handmaid's 
Tale explores a broad range of issues relating to power, gender, 
and religious politics. After a staged terrorist attack kills the 
President and most of Congress, the government is deposed and 
taken over by the oppressive and all-controlling Republic of 
Gilead. Offred, now a Handmaid serving in the household of the 
enigmatic Commander and his bitter wife, can remember a time 
when she lived with her husband and daughter and had a job, 
before she lost even her own name. Despite the danger, Offred 
learns to navigate the intimate secrets of those who control her 
every move, risking her life in breaking the rules in hopes of 
ending this oppression.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Beloved  Toni Morrison 

Staring unflinchingly into the abyss of slavery, this spellbinding novel 
transforms history into a story as powerful as Exodus and as intimate 
as a lullaby. Sethe, its protagonist, was born a slave and escaped to 
Ohio, but 18 years later she is still not free. She has too many 
memories of Sweet Home, the beautiful farm where so many hideous 
things happened. And Sethe's new home is haunted by the ghost of her 
baby, who died nameless and whose tombstone is engraved with a 
single word: Beloved. Filled with bitter poetry and suspense as taut 
as a rope, Beloved is a towering achievement. 

 
 
 

Wide Sargasso Sea Jean Rhys Jean Rhys 

Wide Sargasso Sea, a masterpiece of modern fiction, was Jean Rhys’s 
return to the literary center stage. She had a startling early career 
and was known for her extraordinary prose and haunting women 
characters. With Wide Sargasso Sea, her last and best-selling novel, 
she ingeniously brings into light one of fiction’s most fascinating 
characters: the madwoman in the attic from Charlotte Brontë’s Jane 
Eyre. This mesmerizing work introduces us to Antoinette Cosway, a 
sensual and protected young woman who is sold into marriage to the 
prideful Mr. Rochester. Rhys portrays Cosway amidst a society so 
driven by hatred, so skewed in its sexual relations, that it can literally 
drive a woman out of her mind. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Catch 22   Joseph Heller 

Fifty years after its original publication, Catch-22 remains a cornerstone of American literature and 
one of the funniest - and most celebrated - novels of all time. In recent 
years, it has been named to "best novels" lists by Time, Newsweek, the 
Modern Library, and the London Observer. Set in Italy during World 
War II, this is the story of the incomparable, malingering bombardier 
Yossarian, a hero who is furious because thousands of people he has 
never met are trying to kill him. But his real problem is not the enemy - it 
is his own army, which keeps increasing the number of missions the men 
must fly to complete their service. Yet if Yossarian makes any attempt to 
excuse himself from the perilous missions he's assigned, he'll be in 
violation of Catch-22, a hilariously sinister bureaucratic rule: A man is 
considered insane if he willingly continues to fly dangerous combat 
missions, but if he makes a formal request to be removed from duty, he is 
proven sane and therefore ineligible to be relieved. Since its publication 
in 1961, no novel has matched Catch-22's intensity and brilliance in 
depicting the brutal insanity of war.  

 
 

Things Fall Apart 30 Chinua Achebe 

Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's critically 
acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic 
encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent. Told 
through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior 
of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile 
resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by British political andreligious 
forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order. 

 
With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, 
Things Fall Apart provides one of the most illuminating and permanent 
monuments to African experience. Achebe does not only capture life in a 
pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss of that world while 
broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest  Ken Kesey 

Boisterous, ribald, and ultimately shattering, Ken Kesey's One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest has left an indelible mark on the literature of 
our time. Turning conventional notions of sanity and insanity on their 
heads, the novel tells the unforgettable story of a mental ward and its 
inhabitants, especially tyrannical Big Nurse Ratched and Randle 
Patrick McMurphy, the brawling, fun-loving new inmate who resolves 
to oppose her. We see the story through the eyes of Chief Bromden, the 
seemingly mute half-Indian patient who witnesses and understands 
McMurphy's heroic attempt to do battle with the powers that keep them 
all imprisoned. 

 

Kite Runner  Khaled Hosseini 

Taking us from Afghanistan in the final days of its monarchy to the present, The Kite Runner is 
the unforgettable and beautifully told story of the friendship between two boys growing up in 

Kabul. Raised in the same household and sharing the same 
wet nurse, Amir and Hassan grow up in different worlds: 
Amir is the son of a prominent and wealthy man, while 
Hassan, the son of Amir's father's servant, is a Hazara - a 
shunned ethnic minority. Their intertwined lives, and their 
fates, reflect the eventual tragedy of the world around them. 
When Amir and his father flee the country for a new life in 
California, Amir thinks that he has escaped his past. And yet 
he cannot leave the memory of Hassan behind him. 
 
The Kite Runner is a novel about friendship and betrayal, 
and about the price of loyalty. It is about the bonds between 
fathers and sons, and the power of fathers over sons - their 
love, their sacrifices, and their lies. Written against a 
backdrop of history that has not been told in fiction before, 
The Kite Runner describes the rich culture and beauty of a 
land in the process of being destroyed. But through the 
devastation, Khaled Hosseini offers hope for redemption. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A Farewell to Arms  Ernest Hemingway 

Written when Ernest Hemingway was thirty years old and lauded as the 
best American novel to emerge from World War I, A Farewell to Arms is 
the unforgettable story of an American ambulance driver on the Italian 
front and his passion for a beautiful English nurse. Set against the 
looming horrors of the battlefield-weary, demoralized men marching in 
the rain during the German attack on Caporetto; the profound struggle 
between loyalty and desertion-this gripping, semi-autobiographical work 
captures the harsh realities of war and the pain of lovers caught in its 
inexorable sweep. 

 
 
 

The Grapes of Wrath  John Steinbeck 

The Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression, a 
book that galvanized—and sometimes outraged—millions of 
readers. 

At once naturalistic epic, captivity narrative, road novel, and 
transcendental gospel, Steinbeck's, The Grapes of Wrath is 
perhaps the most American of American classics. Although it 
follows the movement of thousands of men and women and the 
transformation of an entire nation during the Dust Bowl 
migration of the 1930s, The Grapes of Wrath is also the story 
of one Oklahoma farm family, the Joads, who are driven off 
their homestead and forced to travel west to the promised 
land of California. From their trials and their repeated 
collisions against the hard realities of this new America, 
Steinbeck creates a drama that is intensely human yet 
majestic in its scale and moral vision, tragic but ultimately 
stirring in its insistence on human dignity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Poisonwood Bible  Barbara Kingsolver 

The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce 
evangelical Baptist who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 
1959. They carry with them all they believe they will need from home, but 
soon find that all of it―from garden seeds to Scripture―is calamitously 
transformed on African soil. 

This tale of one family's tragic undoing and remarkable reconstruction, over 
the course of three decades in postcolonial Africa, is set against history's 
most dramatic political parables. 

The Poisonwood Bible dances between the darkly comic human failings and 
inspiring poetic justices of our times. In a compelling exploration of religion, 
conscience, imperialist arrogance, and the many paths to redemption, 
Barbara Kingsolver has brought forth her most ambitious work ever 

 
 
 

The Stranger  Albert Camus 

Albert Camus' The Stranger is one of the most widely read novels 
in the world, with millions of copies sold. It stands as perhaps the 
greatest existentialist tale ever conceived, and is certainly one of 
the most important and influential books ever produced. Now, for 
the first time, this revered masterpiece is available as an 
unabridged audio production. 
 
When a young Algerian named Meursault kills a man, his 
subsequent imprisonment and trial are puzzling and absurd. The 
apparently amoral Meursault, who puts little stock in ideas like 
love and God, seems to be on trial less for his murderous actions, 
and more for what the authorities believe is his deficient 
character. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Things They Carried Tim O’Brien 

A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds 
and lives since it burst onto the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a 
ground-breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination, and the 
redemptive power of storytelling. O’Brien tells the tale of a group of 
soldiers through the eyes of the soldier who waded through the paddies and 
jungles of southeast Asia and then back home to the life that awaited them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


