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Our duty on The 
Talon is to present 
the truth on the 
topics that we print, 
with all sides equally 
represented.

We hope that when 
we make mistakes, 
our readers will inform 
us, so that we may 
make the corrections 
accordingly.

The editorials 
that do not have a 
byline represent the 
opinion of the staff as 
a whole. Any editorial 
or commentary that 
presents the author's 
byline is the opinion of 
the writer.

Student opinions 
may be submitted 
in room B111 or at 
christopherjmeeks.
np@gmail.com.

The opinions 
expressed in this 
publication do not 
represent the views 
of the NISD Board 
of Trustees, the 
administrators or the 
publications adviser.

Affiliations 
and memberships 
include the Columbia 
Scholastic Press 
Association, the 
National Scholastic 
Press Association, the 
Journalism Education 
Association, the 
Texas Association of 
Journalism Educators 
and the Texas 
Interscholastic League 
Press Conference. 
For legal guidance, 
we seek counsel from 
the Student Press Law 
Center.

©2021 The Talon, John 
Paul Stevens High School

Our 
Promise

by Cory Gibson
Feature Editor

fter the capitol 
riots on Jan. 6 
in Washington, 

D.C., former president 
Donald J. Trump was 
banned from multiple 
social media platforms. 
Banning Trump has 
taken away his right to 
freedom of speech that 
is a pillar of American 
Democracy. 

The technology 
platforms banning 
Trump sets a dangerous 
precedent. What 
is stopping these 
technology giants from 
banning anybody who 
has something to say 
when the companies 
do not agree with the 
individual’s opinion?

The argument is 
that Trump used social 
media to weaponize 
his supporters to go to 
the capitol, and that he 

violated the technology 
giants’ terms of 
service. Trump told his 
supporters that they 
would have to “fight 
like hell” for their 
rights, but he did not 
tell them to storm the 
capitol, threaten anyone 
or destroy property. 

Trump was not 
at the riots himself, 
so the argument can 
be made that he was 
just speaking about 
fighting for rights in 
general, without the 
thought of the action 
that followed. The 
technology platforms 
should not be able to 
mute him. When they 
ban him from using the 
media channels, they 
are stopping his right to 
free speech.

Multiple companies, 
like Reddit, Twitter, 
Facebook and 
Instagram, banned 
Trump from their 

platforms, claiming 
that the action was 
necessary to prevent 
further violence. Most 
platforms referenced 
their policies, which 
prohibit posting that 
encourage or call for 
violence. One platform, 
Twitch, disabled a 
channel made up of 
Trump supporters, 
though Trump did not 
participate himself. 
In other words, 
Twitch shut down the 
conservative voices that 
disagreed with their 
liberal positions.

The danger of media 
platforms that control 
public comment is the 
same danger faced in 
communist countries, 
where the government 
controls what can 
and cannot be posted. 
A key principle of 
American democracy 
is the citizens' rights to 
choose — what they 

do, what they say and 
how they live. 

What is stopping the 
technology companies 
from banning any 
political account 
that the company 
does not agree with? 
Soon there will 
only be the political 
opinions of the social 
media companies, 
the government that 
influences or controls 
them, and their biased 
views on politics.

Technology 
platforms should not 
be allowed to ban 
someone because the 
company does not 
agree with the views 
of the individual 
or group. It is past 
time for the Federal 
Communications 
Commission to add 
social media platforms 
to the entities that it 
regulates. 

A

Platforms rob Trump of free speech,
set dangerous censorship precedent

Social media platforms ban Trump, allies 
for inciting capitol insurrection, violence

A
by Amara Cruz
Staff Writer

fter the attack 
on the capital on 
Jan. 6, the social 

media apps Twitter 
and Facebook, along 
with others, removed 
Donald Trump from 
their platforms, and 
Amazon Web Services 
(AWS) shut down 
alternative social media 
app, Parler, a platform 

used by conservatives 
and where posts were 
rumored to have 
contributed to the 
attack at the capitol.

Former President 
Donald Trump and 
conservatives are not 
fans of actions taken 
by the social media 
platforms. They both 
claim that being banned 
from the platforms is a 
violation of their First 
Amendment rights. 

Although it may seem 
like it, banning them 
from the platforms is 
not a First Amendment 
violation. The First 
Amendment states 
“Congress shall 
make no law…” The 
amendment says that 
the government cannot 
make laws against 
freedom of speech. 
The amendment says 
nothing about private 
companies like Twitter, 

Facebook and AWS 
banning posts. 

On Twitter, Trump 
tweeted, “The 
75,000,000 great 
American Patriots 
who voted for me, 
AMERICA FIRST, 
and MAKE AMERICA 
GREAT AGAIN, will 
have a GIANT VOICE 
long into the future. 

— Continued on p. 6
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COVID impacts student grades

by Christopher Meeks
Editor-in-Chief

OVID-19 
continues to keep 
students home and 

out of the classrooms, 
resulting in all-time 
high failure rates among 
students throughout the 
district, according to 
NISD Superintendent Dr. 
Brian Woods. 

Students who attend 
school virtually from 
home are failing school 
at much higher rates than 
those who are going to 
school in person. 

Schools offer more 
to students than just a 
teacher available all day. 
When students are on 
campus, they have access 
to one-on-one assistance, 
a nurse, counselors, 
a college preparatory 
counselor, free meals 
for some students and 
more. These benefits 
are only available to 
those attending school in 
person and are part of the 
reason failure rates are 
high.

Statistics show that 
at the end of the first 
semester, three times 
as many students were 
reported failing a course 
than that of a regular 
year. Seventy percent 
of those failing one or 
more courses are virtual 
learners, according to 
Woods.

“Sometimes learning 

virtually becomes 
difficult because of how 
different everything 
is from what I’m used 
to at school,” senior 
Danavin Delgado said. 
“Distractions are all 
around us, and sometimes 
we lack the self discipline 
to stay away from them 
during school.” 

Many students 
are experiencing and 
struggling with individual 
situations caused by 
COVID-19. Some of 
these situations are 
environmental, such 
as poor connectivity 
and lack of broadband 
at home to support 
electronic devices. Some 
parents have lost their 
jobs, causing a student to 
have to work in order to 
provide for the family. 

Another reason for 
the failure rate is that 
students disengage 
from school very easily 
when they are not in the 
classroom, especially for 
those who turn off their 
cameras during online 
classes. 

Due to high failure 
rates, a high number of 
students will be required 
to attend summer school. 

“We think it’ll need 
to be at least three 
times the normal size 
by enrollment, just to 
try to get at some of the 
learning loss and some 
of the course failure that 
has happened,” Woods 
said. “And that’s after 
offering quite a bit of 
credit retrieval in this 
spring semester.”

Though summer 
school will be mandatory 
for many students, 
those who have been 

successful in passing 
their courses will not be 
required to attend. 

“I can find lots of 
examples of kids who 
are doing better now 
than they were before the 
pandemic, and they’re 
thriving in a virtual 

setting,” Woods said. “So 
those examples do exist. 
They’re not as common, 
unfortunately, but they 
do exist, and we certainly 
won’t require any kind of 
summer programming for 
those students.” 

C In an interview on Feb. 3, Superintendent Dr. Brian Woods 
explains that in the fall semester, three times as many 
students were reported failing one or more courses than that 
of a regular year. Screenshot by Christopher Meeks

First Place Win. Cheer placed first in the Novice 
Non-Stunting Division at the Redline Championships 
at the H-E-B Arena in Cedar Park on Jan. 31. The team 
arrived for warm-up backstage then performed in front 
of the judges and family members. Photo Courtesy of 
Katherine Causey

Cheer places first

Due to high 
failure rates, a 
high number of 
students will 
be required to 
attend summer 
school. 
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Journalism wins state, national awards
tevens Journalism 
recently received 
notification of 

four state and national 
awards for excellence in 
newspaper and yearbook 
journalism, and four 
journalists received state 
recognition for their work 
in writing, photography 
and design.

The Texas 
Interscholastic Press 
Conference awarded 
the campus newspaper, 
The Talon, the Award 
of Distinguished 
Merit for the 2019-
2020 newspapers, 
in recognition of 
outstanding achievement 
and leadership in the field 
of scholastic journalism. 
Editor-in-chief was 2020 
graduate Allison Barker, 
and assistant editor-in-
chief was 2020 graduate 

Tiauna Elliott.
The Texas 

Interscholastic Press 
Conference awarded the 
yearbook, Tradition, the 
Award of Distinguished 
Merit for the 2020 
yearbook, in recognition 
of outstanding 
achievement and 
leadership in the field of 
scholastic journalism. 
Theme for the 2020 
yearbook was “Through 
the Eye of a Falcon,” and 
first semester editor-in-
chief was 2020 graduate 
Alexis Gonzales, and 
assistant editors-in-chief 
were 2020 graduates, 
Haley D’Souza and 
Justine Jimenez. Chief 
photographer was 
senior Lauryn Samudio, 
and assistant chief 
Photographer was junior 
Sami Gonzales.

The National 
Scholastic Press 
Association awarded both 
The Talon and Tradition 
First Class ratings for the 
2018-2019 publications, 
giving each publication 
two marks of distinction. 
Delayed by COVID, the 
awards were announced 
by NSPA executive 
director Laura Widmer. 

Editor-in-chief of the 
2018-2019 Talon was 
2019 graduate Sabrina 
Fielden, and 2018-
2019 editor-in-chief 
of Tradition was 2019 
graduate Alexander 
Vasquez. 

In the Fall 2020 Best 

of Texas Competition 
sponsored by the Texas 
Association of Journalism 
Educators, Stevens 
Journalism received 
three Honorable Mention 
Awards. 

Senior Lauryn 
Samudio received 
Honorable Mention 
in Yearbook Division 
Pages. Juniors Grecia 
Manzanares and 
Annmarie Overton 
received Honorable 
Mention in Organizations 
Spreads, and 2020 
graduate Haley D’Souza 
received Honorable 
Mention in Academics 
Spreads.

Journalism adviser 
is Dr. Christine Keyser-
Fanick

S
Tennis wins

Golden Bone

by Madysen Valtierra
Staff Writer

s the second 
semester 
progresses, 

students will get  ready to 
register for classes for the 
2021-2022 school year. 

Last year students met 
with their counselors 
in person for course 
selection, but due to 
Covid-19, students will 
meet virtually this year 
with their counselors to 
discuss what courses they 
would like to take.

During these meetings 

students will be able to 
ask any questions they 
have about different 
classes. Counselors will 
assist students in making 
good course selection 
choices, like giving 
advice to students about 
what classes would be 
beneficial. 

“We want students 
to be happy with their 
choices, and we are here 
to help,” head counselor 
Barbara Lebron 
said. “Questions are 
encouraged!”

Each counselor 
will reach out to their 

students to schedule the 
conferences. Students 
can prepare themselves 
by checking their email 
and Schoology for 
counselor contact. They 
should see information 
with directions on what 
steps to take next. If a 
student would like to see 
information about what 

courses are available 
and get an idea of what 
classes interest them, 
they can look at the NISD 
course catalog. 

These meetings 
will begin around the 
last week of January 
with juniors first, 
then sophomores, 
and lastly freshmen. 

The completion of all 
conferences will take 
around four weeks since 
counselors will have 
to meet one on one 
and virtually with each 
student. 

Link to Course 
Catalog: https://www.
nisd.net/schools/catalogs

Students to register for 2021-22 classes

A

www.jostensyearbooks.com
Buy Your Yearbook Before Feb. 28

The varsity and JV 
tennis teams recently 
competed in the 
Burbank Tournament 
and were named 
tournament 
champions, earning 
the coveted Golden 
Bone trophy. 

Sophomore Maria 
Khakimov and 
senior Andre Cruz 
won mixed doubles, 
and junior Jonathan 
Navia won varsity 
boys’ singles. 

Sophomore 
Jazmine Rodriguez 
finished second in 
JV girls’ singles. 
Sophomores Angie 
Faz and Kathryn 
Esparza finished 
second in varsity 
girls’ doubles. 

Tennis coach is 
Royce Cook.
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by Zoey Madrid
Assistant Editor-in-Chief 

ove in the air, which 
means people will 
spend any amount 
of money for love. 

Valentine’s Day expenses 
have been increasing year 
after year, and people are 
paying a high cost for the day 
of love.

Valentine’s Day is one of 
the first holidays of the new 
year that people celebrate 
to express their love and 
commitment to one another.. 
Many people may start to 
plan or think of ways to spend 
their romantic day months in 
advance, representing the first 
costly holiday of the year.
How People Celebrate

Many people see 
Valentine’s Day as a regular 
day out of the year, but 55% 
of people say they plan 
to celebrate the holiday, 
according to the National 
Retail Federation (NRF). 

“I will be celebrating 
Valentine’s Day with my 
boyfriend,” sophomore 
Alexandra Jara said. “My 
boyfriend and I will spend the 
day together at my house and 

watch romantic movies.”
Many people who choose 

to not celebrate Valentine’s 
Day can save money, have 
a day to themselves, or just 
live Valentine’s Day like any 
other day in the year.

“I will not be celebrating 
Valentine’s Day, because I 
don’t have a boyfriend, but 
I also think it is a holiday 
that makes people spend 
money on things they don’t 
necessarily need,” sophomore 
Lianna Hernandez said. “I 
believe that Valentine’s Day 
is a made up holiday and is 
just another day like any other 
to me. I feel like most people 
would agree with that.”
Average Spent on Gifts

Many retailers start to fill 
their stores with assorted 
flowers, chocolates, teddy 
bears, and many other 
romanticized gifts right after 
Christmas. People are given 
many options to choose 
from while shopping for 
Valentine’s Day, but soon 
realize that the price that rings 
up at the register is out of the 
budget they had in mind. 

An average Valentine 
customer in 2020 spent almost 
$200 each, which was up 

almost 21% over the prior 
year, according to the NRF.

Business teacher Adelina 
Bica said she expects the new 
average a customer will spend 
will be lower this year.

“I think that this year 
with the pandemic and 
many people out of a job, 
the average may be lower,” 
Bica said. “It’s easy to spend 
money on those you love, but 
as a business teacher, I always 
practice budgeting for special 
occasions.”

Men and women often have 
different gift expectations. 
Men spend an average of 
$291 on their significant 
other, while women spend an 
average of $106, according to 
the NRF. 
Real Value of Valentine’s

Some people perceive 
the value of a gift as more 
important than the sentimental 
value. 

Jewelry stores, florists, 
candy stores, restaurants 
and other retailers consider 
Valentine’s Day to be one of 
the most profitable seasons of 
the year.

With the limitations of 
the pandemic, more couples 
may be celebrating at home, 
choosing to make a meal 
together and watch a movie.

Sophomore Arissa Garza 
has been in a relationship for 
a year and will be spending 
her first Valentine’s Day 
with her boyfriend. She said 
she believes that love can 
be shown in many different 
ways.

“I don’t think the amount of 
money that a person spends, 
or how expensive a gift is, 
should determine how much a 

person loves another,” Garza 
said. “I believe that as long as 
you’re with your boyfriend or 
girlfriend, then that’s all you 
need in order to feel loved.”
How Singles Celebrate

Singles Awareness Day, 
which will be celebrated 
on Feb. 15, is a holiday for 
people who are single in 
February and on Valentine’s 
Day. 

“I think Valentine’s Day 
is often mistaken to be 
only for people who are in 
relationships,” junior Crystal 
Garcia said. “Even if I am 
not in a relationship, I still 
celebrate and enjoy the day 
with the ones I love most, 
family.” 

L

55% will celebrate Valentine’s Day
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Editorial 
— Continued from page 2

 They will not be disrespected 
or treated unfairly in any way, 
shape or form!!!” 

Because of the tension 
among people in the United 
States, the tweet was seen by 
some as promoting violence. 
When Trump stated, “They will 
not be disrespected or treated 
unfairly in any way, shape or 
form!!!” Some interpreted the 
message as Trump not planning 
an “orderly transition” to the 
next administration, under the 
leadership of then President-elect 
Joe Biden. Instead, some claim, 
Trump planned to support and 
empower those who believed he 
still won the election.

When the media announced 
that Trump lost the election, 
conservatives were not happy. 
Parler became a favored app 

with them because they were 
“tired of the censorship on 
Twitter and Facebook.” Some 
claim the Parler platform was 
used to accumulate hate that 
was acted out by protestors on 
Jan. 6. The platform was used to 
plan another attack on the capital 
on Jan. 19, the day before the 
inauguration of President Joe 
Biden. The possibility of another 
attack caused Apple, Amazon, 
and Google to ban the platform 
from its app stores. Without 
access to the platforms on the 
app stores, citizens were not able 
to sign up to use the platforms.

Many American do not like 
the idea of individuals being 
banned from platforms because 
they think it violates their right 
of freedom of speech. They 
also do not like how an exodic 
account is still on Twitter and the 
former president is not because 
of one tweet. Even though those 

may seem to some to be valid 
reasons, the arguments are 
invalid because those reasons 
have a dark side to the outcome. 
The misuse of the social 
platforms has caused violence 
and separation of the citizens 
of America and destruction to 
federal property.

Banning Trump from the 
platforms and shutting down 
Parler were appropriate actions 
taken to prevent violence 

like the attack on the capitol 
from happening again. Putting 
controls on social media 
platforms is also a good way to 
stop the hate against each other 
and to become civil again. In 
a democracy, respecting other 
people’s opinions is important. 
The right of free speech is 
important, but free speech ends 
where violence and harm to 
others begin.  

Social media platforms justified in banning Trump over capitol violence

by Michael Martinez
Sports Editor
 

asketball is finishing off 
this year’s 2020-2021 
season, and the boys’ and 

girls’ varsity basketball team 
seasons show different stories. 

For the Lady Falcons, 
coached by head coach Kathleen 
Moroney and assistant coaches 
J Todd Woods and Paco 
Gonzalez, the season has been 
phenomenal. The team beat the 
O’Connor Panthers 61-52 on 
Feb. 5 to snag the 29-6A District 
Championship.

Finishing the season with a 
13-3 record, the girls’ varsity 
team lost their last game against 
Harlan High School 48-45. 

The Falcon varsity boys, 
coached by head coach Michael 
Raynes and assistant coach 
Aaron Logan, are currently in 
a rebuild mode with this year’s 
roster and currently sit last in the 
district. Even though the Falcons 

season has been rough, since 
their roster is very young they 
have a lot of time to develop 
their games and chemistry for 
the coming years. 

Throughout both the boys’ 
and girls’ seasons, there 
have been players who assert 
themselves on and off the court. 
One of the standout players for 
the girls’ varsity team this year 
is  shooting guard Mya Guzman. 
Guzman is the only freshman 
on varsity and is the youngest 
player on the team. Throughout 
17 games played this season, 
Guzman is averaging three 
points, one rebound, and one 
assist per game.

Guzman said she is proud of 
her accomplishments of making 
varsity and is ready to learn from 
her older teammates.

“Being the only freshman 
on varsity is a very big 
accomplishment,” Guzman 
said. “It was a goal I had set for 
myself which I achieved and 

was welcomed by the varsity 
team. My expectations for being 
on the team were to learn from 
the upperclassmen and grow 
to be a better basketball player. 
My personal expectations are to 
help my team have a successful 
season and be a valuable player.”

Guzman dedicated this season 
to the unfortunate loss of her 
father due to COVID-19.

“COVID-19 has not only 
had a big impact on me but my 
entire family as well,” Guzman 
said. “I lost my father Dec. 31, 
2020, due to the coronavirus. 
I found comfort and love from 
my teammates and coaches in 
my time of need. Losing my 
dad sometimes made it hard for 
me to get out of bed, but I knew 
he would not want me to be 
depressed, so I pushed through 
and played hard for him. Every 
game I play is for him, and I’m 
going to continue making him 
proud and being the best player I 
can be.”

A standout player for the 
boys’ varsity is small forward 
Ethan Morales. Morales is the 
only senior on the team and 
has been on varsity for the last 
two years. He is averaging four 
points, three rebounds, and one 
assist per game throughout 18 
games played this season.
Morales said he found 
playing through the pandemic 
challenging but is grateful for the 
opportunity to play.

“This final season is definitely 
going to mean a lot since it’s 
my last year playing a sport 
I’ve always enjoyed,” Morales 
said. “Even though we have had 
a rough season, we were still 
able to improve as a team and 
fix our mistakes. I was really 
glad that we were able to have a 
season this year because of the 
pandemic. Although this season 
was very different because of all 
the protocols we had to follow, 
I’m very happy that I got to play 
for my final year.”

B

Lady Falcons capture district championship
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Varsity football makes playoff history
by Michael Martinez
Sports Editor

he 2020-2021 Falcon 
varsity football team 
made history this 

season by making it to the 
third round of the playoffs, 
where they faced off against 
the powerhouse, Westlake 
High School. The Falcons 
cruised past the first two 
rounds beating Laredo United 
22-12 in the first round and 
then defeating Harlingen High 
School 28-21 in the second 
round.

Going into the third 
round, the Falcons were set 
to face off against Westlake 
High School, who were 
the previous 2019 state 
champions. Despite the tough 
loss to Westlake 71-14, this 
year’s Stevens roster made 
history by advancing all the 
way to the third round of the 
playoffs. 

Head coach Anthony 
Boykin said the coaching 
staff and players combined to 
create a memorable season for 
the Falcons. 

“It was a lot of fun getting 
to coach the great group of 

guys that we had,” Boykin 
said. “They worked real hard 
and got to see the fruits of 
their labor. The coaching staff 
did a great job this season 
putting great game plans 
together, the guys executed 
it and the Falcons had a 
good year. This is the second 
time in school history that 
we’ve made it that far in the 
playoffs, so it’s a great time to 
be a Falcon.”

Boykin said the team made 
great progress over the course 
of the season.

“Whenever you start a 
season, especially one like 
this dealing with COVID, we 
did not have a regular type 
of off-season at all,” Boykin 
said. “After spring break, 
everything shut down, so I 
was concerned about how 
we were going to develop 
because we didn’t have the 
weight training, spring ball, 
and pretty much everything 
was taken away. Out of 
my 26 years of coaching, I 
have never coached through 
anything like this. But, the 
biggest thing that happened 
for us is that the team and the 
coaches made adjustments 

on the run and just put in the 
grind. Whatever circumstance 
that came our way, we were 
able to refocus and put in the 
hard work that it takes to be 
successful.”

Senior Jeremiah Mestre-
Elliott, starting tight-end for 
the Falcons, said the season 
had special significance 
because it was his last season 
in high school.

“This season was very 
important to me,” Mestre-
Elliott said. “Before the 
season, I told myself I was 
going to have a breakout 
season, and I lived up to that. 
It helped me get some good 
game film and coaches that 

can vouch for me when I go to 
college.”

During the game against 
Harlingen High School, 
Mestre-Elliott went down 
with a serious injury to his 
ACL and meniscus, but he 
said he plans to come back 
and to play at the college 
level.  

“My plan is to go to college 
and walk on. This is one of 
the more serious injuries you 
can deal with, so I know if 
I hit rehab hard, I’ll be back 
and better than ever. I am 
willing to do whatever it takes 
to play at the next level.”

See photos — page 8

T

National Signing Day. Four varsity football players signed to play college football 
on Feb. 3. Jackson Schrom, kicker, Anthony Adams, defensive lineman, and Quinci 
Davis, running back, signed with Waldorf College, Forest City, Iowa, and Ian Riles 
signed with Doane University, Crete, Nebraska. Fellow players include Kevontrae 
Wallace, Jeremiah Mestre-Elliott, Jason Flores, Chris Hill, Ivan Smith, Joshua 
Gonzalez and Alex Garcia.  Photo Courtesy of Keli Davis
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Playoffs, district title energize student body

1. Offensive Strategy. Coach Tommy Carrillo gets his offense prepared to 
face off against Harlingen’s defense. Photo by Sami Gonzalez 
2. Eye on the End Zone. Running back Jaiden Lopez leaves Harlingen’s 
defense in the dust on an impressive run. Photo by Sami Gonzalez  
3. Jubilation. Defensive lineman Anthony Adams and corner back 
Jeremiah Sorola celebrate the Falcons’ big win against Harlingen High 
School 28-21 on Dec. 19 in the second round of the playoffs. Photo by 
Sami Gonzalez  4. Big Win. Falcons Ian Riles and Ethan Romero-Negron 
throw up the Falcon salute after the big win against Harlingen High School 

in the second round of the playoffs. Photo by Sami Gonzalez  5. Time to 
Celebrate. The Falcons defeated Laredo United 22-12 on Dec. 11 in the 
first round of playoffs. The team advanced to second round to face off 
against Harlingen High School and were fired up after their big first round 
win. Photo by Sami Gonzalez  6. District Champions. The Lady Falcons 
varsity girls’ basketball team defeated the O’Connor Panthers 61-52 on Feb. 
5 at the Northside Gym to win the 29-6A District Championship. Photo 
Courtesy of Kathleen Moroney
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