
August 3, 2020 
 
Good evening Rams!  Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year!  We are very excited to get 
started in a virtual learning environment with Schoology (the new learning management system). 
Schoology is taking the place of Google Classroom (the system the students used in the spring). 
There will be both live time teaching and independent learning when we start school.  Unlike in 
the spring, attendance will not be waived and we will return to our original grading policy.  Dr. 
Woods, our superintendent, has continually said that we will rely on health metrics to guide our 
students' return to in-person learning on campus.  Therefore, please pay close attention to 
announcements made through social media,  emails, and callouts from the campus and central 
office. 
 
Save the date: 
We are offering two campus events to start the school year.  Our first event is in replacement of 
prep days.  We are offering two days to get ready for our virtual start providing a virtual toolkit 
to start the year.  We are offering two different times that will be grade level specific on Aug. 
19th and 20th from 5:30-7:00 p.m.  We will provide a route by the campus to drive through, 
celebrate the school start, and pick up necessary supplies to support virtual learning.  We are 
calling the event “Drive through and get ready for school”. 
 
Ram Rally will be a drive through this year.  Ram Rally will be held in the parking lot of 
Northside Gym located at 8400 N Loop 1604 E, San Antonio, TX 78249 on August 21st 7:00 - 
8:00 p.m.  This event will be a drive through celebration of the new school year. 
 
Freshmen Kick Off (only freshmen):  

The Freshman Kick Off is an opportunity for the Class of 2024 to start their high school career 
on the right path. In this interactive virtual event, freshmen will meet the Marshall Senior 
Mentors, participate in activities and discussions that revolve around high school success and 
personal growth. During this event, there will also be an opportunity for freshmen to ask their 
Senior Mentor questions they may have about Marshall and the high school experience.  The 
Senior Mentors are Marshall students that had to apply and meet important criteria in order to be 
accepted into the Mentor Program.  

This event is open to John Marshall Freshmen and LMS Freshmen. 

  



There are 6 sessions of the Kick Off to choose from on either Thursday August 13 or Friday 
August 14th.  Please look for the Kick Off Announcement on the JMHS Website or visit this 
Kick Off Website for more information and to sign up your freshman.  The URL is below.  

For this event, your freshmen will need access to a device and the Zoom App (which is free). 

https://sites.google.com/nisd.net/jmhs2020kickoff/home 

 
Back to School webpage link: 
This link will provide you with current information from NISD. 
 
Back to School Updates 
 
Instructional Program Survey: 
This is a very important survey for determining scheduling once students are able to come back 
to campus.  By selecting your option, it allows us to socially distance students in classrooms and 
help ensure safety for our students and staff.   Please complete this survey by August 10th. 
Currently, according to Metro Health, the in-person date for students to return to campus is 
September 8th.  However, this date is a tentative date based on the current health metrics. 
 
Instructional Program Survey 
 
Schoology: 
In order to provide a more robust learning experience for both virtual and in-person learners, 
NISD will utilize a new learning management system, Schoology, beginning this school year. 
Schoology will allow for both synchronous (real-time) and asynchronous (independent) 
instruction as well as allow for improved teacher and parent communication. 
 
Parents will be provided the resources they need to support their child(ren) during both virtual 
and in-person instruction. In development is a Parent Support Site which will house all the 
information families need to better navigate and utilize Schoology. 
 
The site, which will go live on Aug. 10, will contain information on Schoology parent accounts, 
and contact information for technical assistance, instructional support, and much more. Parents 
will be provided more information about the Parent Support Site, Schoology, and how to support 
their children as the start of school approaches. 
 
#RamFam 
Marshall Administration 

https://sites.google.com/nisd.net/jmhs2020kickoff/home
https://custapp.marketvolt.com/link/HkAEMTlCde?CM=0&X=PREVIEW
https://custapp.marketvolt.com/link/FAX2B3PxEZ?CM=0&X=PREVIEW

