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Red Pencils are Every Writer’s Best Friend 
 
John Grisham’s advice to young writers: “Read your work out loud.” 
 
“This may be interesting, but is it relevant?” Jennifer Pirtle, Writer’s Digest, 
Sept 2004 
 
“Remember that verbs are power words. Adjectives are weaker words that 
can dress up your work but can also interfere with the smoothness of the 
writing. Make sure each adverb you use is essential.” Bob Mayer, Writer’s 
Digest, October, 2004 
 
“Purge all vague adjectives—amazing, interesting, compelling, appealing—
and replace them with words that paint pictures. Readers like visual 
stimulation. Don’t say that a shirt is ‘amazing.’ Say it [has] ‘iridescent 
chartreuses with an orange quilted collar and 16 whalebone buttons.’” Becky 
Ohlsen, Writer’s Digest, October, 2004 
 
“Ego held me back. Only when I realized that everything I wrote wasn’t 
golden did I begin to improve.” J.A. Konrath, Writer’s Digest, October, 
2004 
 
“Criticism should not be querulous and wasting, all knife and root-puller, but 
guiding, instructive, inspiring.” Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
“Every artist was first an amateur.” Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
“Sit down and put down everything that comes into your head and then 
you’re a writer.  But an author is one who can judge his own stuff’s worth, 
without pity, and destroy most of it.” Colette, quoted in Writer’s Digest, 
September, 2005 
 
“Very few stories are aced on the first shot. Leo Tolstoy rewrote Anna 
Karenina seventeen times. Jean Auel calls the revision stage ‘where I get a 
handle on the book.’ And Isaac Bashevis Singer considered the wastebasket 
the ‘writer’s best friend.’” Nancy Kress, Writer’s Digest, July, 2005 
 
 

 




